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MAJOR REPAIR RESERVE CAMPAIGN  

Wonderful news to share!!  Once again, ROA members have responded graciously and 

generously.   In the first week of the appeal to replenish the major repair reserve cam-

paign, we raised $5,170, which is over half of the net cost of the new sanctuary air con-

ditioning unit (a total of $9,300).  As a result, we were able to move ahead with instal-

lation of the unit right away, and the work was completed just today (June 29) in time 

for the Fourth of July!  Thatôs an additional cause for celebration!! 

In the second week of the appeal we received an additional $1,036 up front, with 

pledges of $5,725 over the next 12 months.   This will eventually cover the cost of the 

new air conditioning  unit, but in the meantime our reserves will show a dip of $4,130 

until that is recouped over the next year.   

In addition to the unit  just replaced, we have 12 other ac units, so the chances that an-

other unit will fail are high.  We also have very aged plumbing and electrical systems, 

as well as a roof that continues to leak.  As a result, we will continue to lift up replen-

ishment of the major repair reserve as a funding need.  If you would like to pledge and 

have not yet done so, it is not too late!  Contact Kelly 

Kraus or Steve Hansen for a pledge card. 

Once again, thank you for your generous gifts! 
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WHATôS NEW 

MEMBERCONNECT IS COMING  SOON! 
 

As announced in last monthõs Fortress, we will soon be òrolling outó our new MemberConnect 

online portal and phone message distribution system (MemberCaller).  This tool will provide us 

with a highly effective congregational communication system at a very low cost.   
 

This online tool will integrate all messaging, calendaring, and member information into one easy-

to-use and interactive portal.  Members will now be able to update their information directly, 

check for the latest prayer requests and schedule information, view events and activities that are 

applicable to you/your family, find member phone numbers and addresses, create chat rooms 

and message boards to support each other, and more!  General email updates and reminders 

will be sent from the system, and each ministry can use the tool for their own communications as 

well. 
 

In addition, this portal will replace our current website, which will give us enhanced ability to 

highlight important aspects of our family of faith to the public.  Please be assured that tight secu-

rity controls are in place so that member information is not available for public viewing.  
 

I anticipate that the site will be ready for rollout by July 10.  Email users should watch over the 

next 2 weeks for a rollout announcement from roa_treasurer@bellsouth.net.  After the an-

nouncement goes out, all members who have email addresses on file will receive an email from 

MemberConnect with login information and other òhow toó instructions.  Stay tuned! 
 

Iõm really excited about this new system and believe you will be, too! 

 

ñKelly Kraus  

MEMORIAL  DRIVE LUNCHBOX  PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

In the first month of operation, the lunchbox program served 52 clients.  These folks are highly 

appreciative of this ministry.  In addition to food, we are also providing bottled water to help cli-

ents cope with the extreme heat this summer. We are in the process of submitting a proposal to 

the ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant program for partial funding of this ministry in 2011.  Please 

pray that this proposal will be accepted! 
 

Finally, a heartwarming story to shareéé.today (June 29) a man named Michael Thurmond, 

who 25 years ago received services from the Stone Mountain Food Pantry that was housed at 

ROA at that time, dropped off 80 cans of food as a way of giving back to the ministry that helped 

him when he was in need.  This story demonstrates how a simple gesture can mean the world to 

someone.  God bless you, Michael! 
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A Special Invitation 

 
Barb Lucas announces that her son, Shawn, is being promoted to 

Lt. Colonel, United States Army.  There is a promotion ceremony 

at The Pentagon on Friday, July 9th.  Shawn cordially invites any 

ROA member who might be in the D.C. area to join him, 

and afterward join him for lunch at the new dining area in The 

Pentagon.  Should anyone be in that area and wish to attend, please contact Barb at 

(770) 469-7111 so that Shawn can arrange for necessary guest i.d. badges. 

 

Please pray for our troops wherever they may be serving. 

òThe Hot Fudge Sundaeó Sermon 

 

On May 16, 2010, Pastor Randyõs special sermon message became known 

as òtheó sermon.  Many members clamored to check out the CD recording 

of that service.  We have posted the sermon track on the ROA website on 

the Sermon Lessons page (it will be available on the new MemberConnect 

website as well).  Note that this audio file currently plays only with iTunes 

software, but we are working to convert it to a format that will play on Win-

dows Mediaplayer and other standard media software. 
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VACATION  BIBLE SCHOOL  
August 1 -3 

 

Make plans to come to the annual 

Vacation Bible School, which will 

have the theme òSpiritual Develop-

ment and Agingó.  Dates are: Sunday, 

Monday, and Tuesday August 1, 2 

and 3.  Each evening starts  with sup-

per (prepared by Memorial Drive 

Presbyterianõs school chef!) at 6:30 

pm and ends with an ice cream treat 

at 8:30 p.m.   Location each night will 

be Memorial Drive Presbyterian 

Church.  The cost is $5 per person.  

We must make reservations for meal 

planning, so please sign up in the 

narthex during the month of July or 

contact Pastor Randy if you would 

like to attend.   

COMMUNITY  MOVIE  NIGHT  
August 28, 5:30 pm  

 

Showing:  òHookó 

 

This is a free, fun, family -friendly 
evening of hot dogs, popcorn, and a 
movie!  Join us in the Fellowship 
Hall on August 28 at 5:30 pm.  

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

COMMUNITY  BACK -TO -SCHOOL  HEALTH  FAIR  
July 24, 9am -3pm  

 

Please see the signup sheet on the narthex table to sign up to help us in vari-
ous ways during the day of the our 4th Annual Back to School Community 
Health Fair on Saturday, July 24.  We also need help preparing materials and 
setting up tables on July 23.  Please contact Lara Adams (larada@bellsouth.net 
or 770 -891 -3838) if you can help on either day.  
 

We have lots of flyers in the Narthex for the Health Fair so please take a 
bunch and share with your coworkers, neighbors, and friends!  
 

Thank you for your support!  
 

ñCongregational Life Committee  

MONDAY  M ID -DAY  BIBLE 
STUDY  

 

Monday Mid -day Bible studies will 
take a vacation break during the 
month of July and will resume in 
early August.   Watch for start -up 
details!  
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PLEASE COME AND JOIN US AT OUR  

COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHT  
 

Come enjoy a wonderful evening with your entire family! People of all ages  

are welcome to come. You donôt have to have children to come to the show! 

 

Showing: HOOK 
 

Robin Williams, Dustin Hoffman, Julia Roberts 

TriStar Pictures; Directed by Steven Spielberg. 1991. Rated PG. 

 

The beloved characters created by Sir James M. Barrie come alive once more in this adventure for all 

ages. The now adult Peter Pan (Robin Williams) must return to Neverland to rescue his children from 

the nefarious Captain Hook. HOOK is the story of innocents imperiled and innocence regained, of a 

wondrous place populated by mermaids and fairies, and of the quest to find the child in all of us 

 

Hotdogs, popcorn and drinks will be provided  

 

 

PRICE FOR MOVIE:   FREE!!!  

 

PRICE FOR FOOD:   FREE!!!  

 

WHEN:      SATURDAY August 28 at 5:30pm  

 

LOCATION:    Corkish Hall at:  

      Rock of Ages Lutheran Church  

      5135 Memorial Drive  

      Stone Mountain, GA 30083  

      (404) 292 -7888  
 

 

**event sponsored by: Congregational Life Committee** 
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Cross Connections  

In recognition of   World Refugee Day  2010  

Lutheran Services of Georgia invites you to participate in our Cards for Kids  drive to 

help refugee children get the supplies and uniforms they need to begin the school year.  
  

       Your support will make a difference!  

 

   

                                           Cards For Kids  
Lutheran Services of Georgia's refugee program will resettle more than 600 refugees this year.  Over 100 of our  
refugee children are starting school in August, and at least another 50 will be arriving in the first few months after 
school starts.  For many of the children this will be their first time in an American school, and all are in need of  
school supplies, uniforms, shoes and socks.   
WHO:  

YOU!   Participate as an Individual, group, family or congregation   

WHAT:  

Purchase Wal -Mart Gift Cards for Refugee Children who need school supplies, uniforms, shoes  
and socks for the school year  

WHERE:  
Purchase cards online or at your local Walmart  

WHEN:  

Sunday, July 25th - Congregations will collect cards on  July 25th for LSG to distribute to refugee children  
or you can purchase cards online to be shipped directly to LSG   
HOW:  

Purchase a gift card at your local Wal -mart or online at Walmart.com .  

 To Purchase online:  

1. Click on link below 
2. Scroll down to the bottom of the list and enter amount for gift card  
3. Click "Add to Cart" you will be directed to a new page where you can select the quantity of cards and  
checkout  Shipping is Free   
Order Cards Online Click Here   

  
For More Information contact: Lorraine Dorough: ldorough@lsga.org  or 678 686-9613 

http://walmart.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103489798888&s=823&e=001VKYZdBlGOLx6Ulb1AJFF7YtgSp9c1yVgi3k2jRKdcUhzY-rR4u3fcQlnS1LHCIHGeU-9FkEM8yRfT6bUvTTeOo16kYWj7C46ZRYtydMtuqi85X0AvHunXtoxAmzW48mjkAus9BJVezCeExPmsaqCuA4IUz07aggpYo5Hjw5fEnvgKoN83beSPQ==
mailto:ldorough@lsga.org
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           WELCA NEWS  
 

 
LWR COLLECTION IN 2010  TO FOCUS ON SCHOOL KITS  

 

Thanks to all who contributed to the special Lutheran World Relief [LWR] call for health 
kits for the unfortunate population in Haiti. Our total collection of kits given and kits made 
from donations was 73. A few more have come in since the completed kits were brought to 
Living Grace.  Any kits collected after this time will be brought to the LWR collection site 
before the annual convention in September.  

Our annual focus is on school kits this year. We already have a head start on school bags. If 
you would like to contribute money towards the kits or school supplies, as listed below, we 
will be glad to purchase the materials needed and put the kits together.  

 Include the following items in each school kit:  

Notebooks of wide - or college -ruled paper approximately 8" x 10 ½" totaling 150 -200 
sheets (if using 70 -sheet notebooks, please include three); no loose -leaf paper  

One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)  
One 30 -centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the 

other  
One pencil sharpener  
Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band  
One eraser approximately 2 ½" long  
12 sheets of construction paper in assorted colors (if necessary, fold in half to fit into 

the school kit bag)  
One box of 16 or 24 crayons  
One sturdy cloth bag approximately 12" X 14" with cloth handles or drawstring closure 

(see below for downloadable patterns)  

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.   All items should be new and 
in good condition. Remove any excess packaging and pack items in the bag, fold the han-
dles over, and secure with two large rubber bands or tie with yarn.  

ONGOING WELCA PROJECTS  

POP TABS.  Please help Women of the ELCA support the valiant efforts of the Ronald 
McDonald Houses by collecting the aluminum pop tabs from your  various  cans. Removing 
the tab by a back and forth motion takes only a moment.  Since there are two locations in 
Atlanta, we can easily deliver tabs whenever we get a substantial number. Please bring the 
tabs in periodically. We appreciate your support in this endeavor.  

CAMPBELLõS SOUP LABELS.  Please make a note that the collection procedure is now to cut 
the UPC LABEL, NOT the front of the label. If you wish to turn in the whole label, please 
leave the UPC section. Thank you. Contact Patricia Snow for more information at (678) 481 -
5293 or pmsnow1952@gmail.com . 

SOAP NEEDED. As in previous years, we are collecting new bars of soap, which are always 

in need as a basic way to improve health issues.  These are treasured items.  

mailto:pmsnow1952@gmail.com


8 

The Fortress, July2010 

 

RECIPE CORNER 
JULYõS RECIPE  SUBMITTED  BY PASTOR HUGH  WILLIAMS  
(contact Shirley Hansen or Lara Adams to submit your recipe)  
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(Notice: There are no measurements in this soup.   Put in enough 

ingredients until it ôfeels rightõ, ôlooks rightõ and ôtastes rightõ to 

you.) 

 

Chop some beef stew meat into small pieces.    Brown the meat, 

using a very little oil if necessary.   Put meat into large soup pot. 

Add large can of diced tomatoes and three cups of water.   Bring to 

a boil and then turn down to simmer. 

Dice some onions and green peppers and simmer in the same pan 

used to brown the meat.   You want them to just get tender.   Add 

to the soup pot. 

Then add soup vegetables (or a package of mixed vegetables), okra, 

and one large can of kidney beans.    Add more water if needed 

and bring to a boil again and then turn down to simmer. 

Now put in pepper, a little salt, seasoned salt, minced garlic, bay 

leaf and whateveré!   Season to your taste!! 

When everything is just about tender enough, add some diced po-

tatoes and let it simmer until they are done ð but not mushy!    

Then turn off the heat and let it sit for a little while ð it should 

really be smokinõ by then!!!   Serve in big bowls with crackers or 

bread of your choice. 

 

(NOTE AGAIN:    This recipe requires tasting as you go.   We are 

not responsible for any over-eating and resulting weight gain!) 

 

 


