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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT  

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

 As we approach the season of summer, I am reminded of the swiftness of change and the blessing 

God has given each of us in bearing witness to it. During the past few months, much has happened in our 

world, in our church community and, very likely, in our individual lives. For me, this has reinforced a sense 

of urgency and the need to articulate a vision (statement) developed earlier this year. In the spirit of full dis-

closure, these ideas reflect collaborations with Pastor Randy and growth opportunities that I believe currently 

exist within our congregation. You might also notice that some of the ideas have already been implemented. 

This statement was shared with the church council and now I will share a somewhat abbreviated version with 

you.  

 I envision Rock of Ages becoming a thriving, vibrant model of urban Lutheran ministry through wor-

ship, learning and service. This lofty vision requires that our congregation ask each day if our goals for wor-

ship, learning, and service are clearly reaching a diverse community in language and action that reflects the 

world as well as our heritage. In order to make this vision possible, specific goals are vital. In regard to wor-

ship, the goal is to offer a variety of meaningful worship experiences. This includes increasing youth in-

volvement, incorporating diverse styles of worship, and increasing the frequency of different musical experi-

ences. 

 The second focus is on learning, specifically about our selves and others. The goal is to recognize the 

needs and challenges of ministering to ethnic/diverse groups through self reflection and training. Currently a 

one day workshop is being developed called the Cultural Diversity Institute which will take place at Rock of 

Ages later this year. It is hoped that this will be one of many efforts that enables the congregation to prayer-

fully examine our commitment to embracing diversity- ultimately making visible our unity as Christians. 

 Another important focus is outreach and service. This commits us to reach out with compassion to 

those in need, to be inviting to others, to break down barriers and to reach across lines of status and culture, 

increasing our visibility in the community. Goals include supporting the efforts of the Evangelism commit-

tee, increasing the churchôs media and social networking presence, and collaborating with community 

churches. In addition to outreach, it is important to add support systems in our congregation that reflect the 

needs of its membership. Among the currently proposed services are a visitation ministry and an on site min-

istry which offers confidential professional counseling. Through this service, a support group for members 

who are caretakers for those with advanced age related conditions will be developed.  

  

 While this vision statement is aspirational, I believe that a collective commitment by the Rock of 

Ages family will bring us closer to recognizing and fulfilling Godôs mission for us.  
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New Pulpit Bible ð An Example of God Caring for ROA  

 
 
More than 20 years ago our church sanctuary roof was badly damaged by a storm.   Among 
the casualties was our pulpit bible which was dried as best it could be and continued in 
use with its wrinkled, yellow pages.   I decided that during my term as Minister of Worship 
it should be one of my goals to get the bible replaced.   After shopping at various publish-
ers for some weeks, I learned that a pulpit Bible is a very rare or nonexistent item in most 
book stores including our own Augsburg Fortress.   The same bible was offered at the few 
sources that stock it for $500.   Some places offered a 20% discount.   About 3 weeks ago I 
called Cokesbury, where our church gets many of its worship supplies, to order a bible at 
the 20% discount.  To my amazement the sales lady came back to the phone and said the 
price would be $124.95.   I was sure she had the wrong stock number.   But she double 
checked and told me the sale only applied to the red version that the black version was 
still $399.  Being good Lutherans we certainly wanted the red copy.  

  
The bible was ordered and when it came in the Cokesbury people were going to engrave 
the cover with Rock of Ages Lutheran Church .   However, the cover at ½ inch thickness did 
not allow for engraving.   It was suggested that we get a brass plate engraved for the cover. 
I called some trophy shops in my hometown of Conyers and found a business in a private 
residence that said they would do the brass plate while I waited.   The owners of the engrav-
ing business are members of Epiphany Lutheran in Conyers and were delighted to do this 
for their sister church.   Anita Smith put a lovely brass plate on our bible and then would 
not allow me to pay her.   God is good and when we believe, we see him at work in our lives 
everyday.   It was very evident to me that Godõs will was at work in this and I wanted to 
share this story with the congregation.   
  
The old pulpit bible will be retired and the new one dedicated in the very near future.   Eve-
ryone who participates in buying flowers for our Sunday worship services has also partici-
pated in the purchase of this Bible.    

 

Thank you Rock of Ages.    

ñJoyce Anderson  

SOUTHEASTERN SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
 
The Southeastern Synod Assembly is June 4-6 in Chattanooga, TN.  Please pray for Pastor 
Randy, our congregational representatives Bruce & Kelly Kraus, and all assembly participants for 
safe travel and that all will seek and hear the word of our Lord in all that transpires.   
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WHATôS NEW 

IMPROVED CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS  
 

Given how geographically dispersed our members are, it is critical to have the most effective con-

gregational communications system possible.  Our calling post messaging works  well, but prob-

lems are occurring with the current system of email distribution.  In addition, it has been difficult 

to maintain updated member information. 

 

As a result, Council has approved the purchase of a new web-based communications tool called 

MemberConnect.  This service will integrate all messaging, calendaring, and member informa-

tion into one easy-to-use and interactive portal, which will allow members to update their infor-

mation directly, check for the latest information prayer requests, check the latest schedule infor-

mation, find member phone numbers and addresses, create chat rooms and message boards to 

support each other, and more!   

 

Never fear, the phone tree messaging will not go away!  It will simply be administered via  

MemberConnect instead of Calling Post.   

And, paper copies of the phone directory will still be available. 

 

Stay tuned for more details as rollout plans are developed. 

 

ñKelly Kraus  

WELCOME TO  OUR NEW MEMBERS! 
 

RECEIVED ON MAY 23: 

KYLE ALEXANDER 

TYLER ALEXANDER 

JENNIFER JOE 

RUTH  JOE 

LORRAINE RODRIGUES 
 

TO BE RECEIVED ON JUNE 6: 

SAMANTHA  LAMMY  
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BASEBALL OUTINGS   

THIS SUMMER 

Wednesday, August 4th is the annual 
LSG Atlanta Braves baseball game at  Turner 
Field. More information will be coming 
later in May and  I will pass it along  as soon 
as i get it. Please mark the date on your cal-
endars!  

 

I am still finalizing a list of those inter-
ested in going to a Gwinnett Braves base-
ball game some time during the summer. I 
will be in touch with those interested in go-
ing soon.  Thank you!  

ñLara Adams  

VACATION  BIBLE SCHOOL  
August 1 -3 

 

Mark your calendars to attend Vacation 
Bible School.  This yearõs tentative theme 
is òSpiritual Development and Agingó.  We 
will once again join with Memorial Drive 
Presbyterian for this event, which in-
cludes a meal starting at 6:30 pm.  ROA 
will host one evening and will be respon-
sible for that meal.  More details to come!  

ñLara Adams  

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

YOUTH  SUNDAY !  
 

Sunday, June 13
th
 is Youth Sunday at Rock of Ages. The theme for Youth Sunday is òChrist lives 

in me,ó scripture taken from Galatians 2:20. The purpose of this event is to encourage youth in-

volvement in different aspects of congregational worship, provide an opportunity for youth to 

grow in fellowship with other church members, and to promote service.  

 

Our young people will be involved with weekly worship preparation and will be serving as wor-

ship assistants.  In addition, our youth choir will sing, and a very special guest, 15-year-old classi-

cal pianist Zane Hellmann, will gift us with his music.   

 

The youth will be collecting a free will offering following worship to be used for a service project 

of their choosing. Please invite your friends to church or Sunday school on this day. For more 

information, contact Veronica Motley at vmotley@emory.edu. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE THANKS YOU!! 
 
Your donations raised $603.50 to provide school supply bags for children who will be served at 
our July 24 Back-to-School Health Fair!  This will cover the cost of 92 bags.  Once again, the 
generosity of our members is simply astounding.  THANK YOU!!! 


