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WELCOME TO MINISTER CELESTE GINYARD  
 

Minister Celeste Ginyard is a ministerial candidate who will spend the 
next 9 months serving our family of faith to fulfill her contextual educa-
tion requirement in preparation for ordination.  See Pastor Randyõs mes-
sage on the next page for more details.  Welcome, Minister Celeste!  
 

Read on to learn more about Celesteééé... 
 

A little about me: I grew up in Atlanta, Georgia and graduated from Geor-
gia State University with a BA in English Literature. I graduated in 2005 
from the Interdenominational Theological Center with an MDIV in Hebrew 

Bible. I have worked as a special educator in Atlanta 
Public Schools and currently, I am a partner in my 
familyõs small business.  
 

Many things make my heart smile. I am a voracious 
reader and enjoy history of all sorts. I enjoy spending 
time with my family, playing the WII and PS3, and 
playing with my dog Max. I love to laugh! Friends tell 
me I have a witty sense of humor. But my heart sings 
when I ponder Godõs gracious activity in the world 

and our daily lives. There is much to learn and I look forward to seeing 
how God will bless our time together.  
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Pastor Randy's Message  
  

Dear friends,  
  

First and foremost, thanks for all your thoughts and prayers during my latest heart cathe-
terization and stent  procedure on Monday (March 29th).   It means more than you can pos-
sibly imagine.   I was disappointed  that a new blockage was found so soon after my last 
procedure (May of 2008) but blessed that it was found before completely closing, and that 
it  could be re -opened via a stent. I would like to tell you this 7th stent will be my last, but I 
do have an additional site of narrowing in the proximity of  another stented area (actually, 
an area in my LAD that contains a stent within a stent.)   This area appears stable at the mo-
ment, but should it begin to close, it cannot be re -opened via a stent, and will require a by-
pass graft.   Unfortunately, it seems my blockage issues are hereditary in nature, so  it is 
likely I will have additional issues over time.   I will do what I need to do, then turn the rest 
over to God, as nothing is gained by worrying about those things one cannot control.   Life 
is a gift, and should be lived each day with this truth in mind.   As part of a research study, 
I was discharged last night (Monday) from St Joseph, eight hours after the stenting sur-
gery.   While I will not be 100% returned to health  for a short time, I will be present to lead 
worship services through Holy Week and Easter, and look forward to worshipping with 
each of you!    
  

NOW - on to some positive and exciting news for ROA!   Tuesday morning (March 30th) 
Kelly Kraus and I were able to attend a meeting at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church to 
discuss a joint homeless  feeding ministry (providing meals much like we have done in the 
past --food package handouts  requiring no heating/refrigeration) involving MDPC, St. Timo-
thy United Methodist Church, and ROA.  A planning session will be held at ROA on Sunday, 
April 25th, at 1pm.   I am asking members of ROA who feel a call by God to be involved in a 
feeding ministry to speak with me about attending this organizational meeting.  This will be 
the FIRST of a number of cooperative ministries with our brothers and sisters on Memorial 
Drive.   It is an exciting time, and I  ask that you prayerfully consider  being a part of a com-
munity feeding ministry.   I will keep you updated as we move forward!    
  

As you know,  Minister Celeste Ginyard has begun her  contextual education work with us!   I 
am excited to have Celeste as a part of our ministry staff, and I am sure we will learn as 
much from her as she will learn during her 9 months with us.   Pastor Hugh is serving as 
Celeste's supervisor, and a small support committee is being  established at this time.   
Celeste will be involved in every area of congregational life, from worship leadership to pe-
riodic committee attendance.   Her specific responsibilities will be determined by Pastor 
Hugh.       
  

Finally, our congregational President, Veronica Motley,  is finalizing a Vision Ministry plan 
for ROA  that I believe will strengthen, challenge, and raise up this congregational family, as 
we move forward through 2010 and beyond. Veronica will share her vision with you in the 
near future.   
  

It is spring, and just as there is new growth in the world around us, so things at ROA are in 
full bloom!   Take care and God Bless!  

      ñPastor Randy      
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 EASTER SUNDAY IS òBAREFOOTó SUNDAY 
  

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010, marks the 42 nd  anniversary 
of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   In 
honor of Dr. Kingõs legacy of being the voice of the poor, 
thousands of pastors will deliver their Easter message in 
their bare feet. One million children are expected to be 
impacted from one simple act.  

  

Samaritanõs Feet, the charity coordinating this 
event,   expects 5,000 pastors from different denomina-
tions across the country to bring awareness to the 
plight of these children.  The goal is to put 1,000,000 
pairs of shoes on the feet of children.  The pastors will 
ask their members to make a $10.00 donation which buys, processes, sorts, ware-
houses, ships, and distributes a pair of shoes to a child in need.  

  

Pastor Randy will preach Easter Sunday service in his bare feet, and he invites you 
to prayerfully consider making a donation, of any kind, toward the goal of put-
ting  shoes on the feet of needy  children.   Love offering envelopes will be available in 
sanctuary pews for your gifts.   Please mark the envelope with òBarefootó. 

WHATôS NEW 

 

SPRING COMMUNITY  

JAZZ VESPERS SERVICE 

 

Sunday, May 23, 2010 

5:30 pm 

 

 

Mark your calendars! 

 

WELCA  

THANKOFFERING SERVICE 

 

Sunday, April 25, 2010 

10:00 am 

 

Guest speaker: 

Patti Austin 
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RECIPE CORNER 
APRILõS RECIPE  SUBMITTED  BY JOANNE  STEWART 
(contact Shirley Hansen or Lara Adams to submit your recipe)  
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Gather: 

2-3 cans sliced carrots 
1 small onion chopped 
½ bell pepper chopped 
Layer in a deep dish 
 

Marinade 
One can condensed tomato soup 
½ cup vinegar (to taste) 
1 cup sugar 
½ tsp Worchester sauce 
½ cup oil 

Heat and stir until sugar is dissolved.  Pour over carrots 
dish ï refrigerate overnight. 
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FREERICE.COM 
 

If you are looking for an easy way to feed hungry people 
around the world without having to pay a penny out of 
your own pocket and from the comfort of your home, 
please go to this website. It is a way to test your vocabu-
lary skills AND feed hungry people at the same time. 
For each correct answer, sponsors of the website donate 
10 grains of rice. 
 

We at ROA are always looking for ways to extend our 
hand to others~ especially when it comes to feeding 
those who are hungry. 
 

Please take a look at the website and test your knowledge, but best of all, FEED 
OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AROUND THE WORLD. 
 

Thank you,  
 Lara Adams 
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HOLD THE DATES FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

August 1-3, 2010 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (dinner included) 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW!  


