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MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES BEGIN  

DECEMBER 2ND    

The season of Advent begins Sunday, November 29th.  Midweek Advent ser-
vices will take place Wednesday evenings on December 2nd, 9th, and 16th.  Ser-
vices will begin at 7pm and last approximately 30 minutes.  During our Mid-
week service on December 9th, we will decorate our Chrismon tree and sing 
carols.    

 

PRIOR to each Midweek service (6pm to 6:50pm), you are invited to a home- 
cooked (I will cook it) holiday dinner, complete with roast turkey and baked 
ham, green beans, mashed potatoes, dressing, bread, and dessert.  There will 
be lit candles and Christmas music playing.  My hope is that you make plans to 
invite family members and a few friends to attend a good meal and worship 
service.    PLEASE set aside each Wednesday evening in Advent to spend time 
with loved ones in fellowship and worship, as we prepare our hearts for 
Christmas.  

 

Take care and God Bless!    

 

ɂPastor Randy      



2 

The Fortress, November 2009 

 

2009 Advent Devotional 

"The Aromas of Christmas"    

Have you ever noticed that a particular smell triggered a specific memory for you, 
like the smell of fresh-baked bread reminding you of Saturday mornings as a child 
waking up to mom baking in the kitchen?  Dr. Rachel Herz, Assistant Professor of 
Psychology at Brown University, researches the connection between sense of smell 
and memory.  The olfactory nerve synapses almost directly connect to the amyg-
dala, in the limbic system, which is associated with memory and emotion.  One of 
Dr. Herz's findings is that memories triggered by smells are more emotionally 
laden.    What are the smells that most draw your heart and spirit back in time 
to Christmases past?  A newly cut tree? Peppermint candy canes? A freshly baked 
pie or cake?  Logs burning in the fireplace?  I suspect each of us has several 
"smells" that take us back to Christmases past.  I would like to ask that each of you 
prayerfully consider sharing one or two of those "Christmas" smells with us, and 
the wonderful memories those smells evoke for you, of the events and people who 
made Christmas so special for you.   PLEASE share your story with us in this 
year's Advent devotional.  Your story does not need to be long, a page or less will 
do, but I need your story by no later than November8th.  If you have any ques-
tions, feel free to give me a call!     

ðPastor Randy           

***NOTE:  The deadline has been extended to November 8th!!*** 

REMINDER!!  

 

TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK 1 

HOUR BEFORE YOU GO TO 

BED SATURDAY NIGHT,  

OCTOBER 31!!  
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CAN YOU DONATE A FEW UNUSED 
CHRISTMAS CARDS? 

 

Chaplain Judy Knapp welcomes the donation of unused 
Christmas cards for those women incarcerated in prison; 
the cards can be sent by inmates to their family and 
friends.  I am asking each member to prayerfully con-
sider donating a single box of Christmas cards, which 
will be given to Judy for her to distribute to those under 

her spiritual care.   There are 1,200 women under Judy's spiritual care, so if 
everyone donates 2 boxes of 10, or one of 25, then we will take care of every-
one!  It may not seem like a lot, but to those incarcerated over the holiday sea-
son, this is a gift that allows THEM to send Christmas wishes to others. We 
need to have cards brought to church NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 15 th , so 
Chaplain Judy can distribute them.  Thanks for any donation you can make. 
We would love to match last yearõs magnanimous response! 

 ANGEL TREE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 

× SELECT YOUR ANGEL(S) FROM THE TREE THAT WILL BE DISPLAYED IN THE NARTHEX FROM 
NOVEMBER 1 -22 

× WRAP GIFTS FOR CHILDREN - DECEMBER 5 AT ST. JOHNõS LU-
THERAN CHURCH  

× PARTY WITH CHILDREN AND GIFTS - DECEMBER 12 AT ST. JOHNõS 

× PRAY FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES -
ongoing  

 
IF YOU CAN SERVE IN ANY WAY,  

CONTACT Melanie Taylor Williams FOR FURTHER DETAILS ! 
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COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHT!!  

 
 

DATE :   Saturday November 21 st at 5:30pm  
 

MOVIE : The Polar Expressé.. G rated 
 

 
Please mark your calendars and plan to come! It 

is such a wonderful time for people of all ages. 

With our economy in crisis, this is a free  family 

friendly evening that we know you and your friends will enjoy! We 

have flyers available in the narthex to pick up and take to share 

with your friends and family, coworkers etc. See you there!  

 

-Congregational Life Committee  

 

CONTINUED CHANGES TO THE WEEKLY BULLETIN  

In our ongoing effort to respond to your comments on our bulletin, the fol-
lowing changes will be made beginning December 1 st.  All flyer information 
will no longer be placed in the bulletin.  It will be available for you on a table 
in the Narthex.  Announcements will be made in the bulletin to bring your at-
tention to these matters.  Also, beginning December 1 st we will remove all 
names from the Prayer Concerns list at the beginning of each month.  If you 
wish your name, family member or friendõs name to be placed on the Prayer 
Concerns list, please email or call the church office as you have in the past.     
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 WELCA NEWS 

 
 
 

SAMARITANõS PURSE SHOEBOXES.  The annual distribution of the Samaritan 
Purse shoeboxes has already begun. Please help in our efforts to fill these spe-
cial boxes filled with love for children all over the world. Please be sure to not 
only pick up a brochure for each box, as well as two rubber bands. The bro-
chure provides much info as to what items you should put in the boxes and 
how the check should be made out for the shipping costs, so please be sure to 
carefully read it.  
  
Please bring in the filled boxes no later than November 15 th. You will truly 
make someone's day by your generosity. Thank you.  
   
POP TABS.  Please help Women of the ELCA support the valiant efforts of the 
Ronald McDonald Houses by collecting the aluminum pop tabs from 
your  various  cans. Removing the tab by a back and forth motion takes only a 
moment.  Since there are two locations in Atlanta, we can easily deliver tabs 
whenever we get a substantial number. Please bring the tabs in periodically. 
We appreciate your support in this endeavor.  

 
CAMPBELLõS SOUP LABELS.  Please make a note that the collection procedure 
is now to cut the UPC LABEL, NOT the front of the label. If you wish to turn in 
the whole label, please leave the UPC section. Thank you. Contact Patricia 
Snow for more information at (678) 481 -5293 or pmsnow1952@gmail.com . 
 

SOAP NEEDED. As in previous years, we are collecting new bars of soap, which 
are always in need as a basic way to improve health issues.  These are treasured 
items.  

FLOOD 2009 DONATIONS  

Our congregation has once again given lovingly and 
generouslyéé.we raised a total of $827 to assist 
those affected by floods in the metro Atlanta area.  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will match these 
funds for use by Lutheran Services of Georgia Dis-
aster Relief.  THANK YOU, ROA!!!  

mailto:pmsnow1952@gmail.com
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November 8th  
EVANGELISM òOUTREACHó COMMITTEE 

 

The first organizing meeting of this new committee will be on November 8 th  

following the 10:00 am worship service.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

November 8th  
HONORING OUR VETERANS & SERVICE PERSONNEL   

 

On Sunday, November 8 th , we want to honor our veterans and people currently 

serving in the armed forces as Veterans Day approaches.   We invite the con-

gregation to bring items such as pictures, medals with citations, badges, 

patches or appropriate artifacts to display in the Narthex.  Please have a brief 

description of your item to place with it.  If you have questions, please con-

tact Joyce Anderson.     

December 6th  
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 

Please plan to attend this very important annual meeting of the congregation  

following the 10:00 am worship service.   

November 25th  
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE 

 

The church office will be closed on Wednesday, November 25th.  
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In Loving Memory...  


