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(The following remarks were shared with the congregation by Pastor Randy 

during our worship service on August 23, 2009) 

 

In light of the decisions made by delegates at our Churchwide Assembly, our Southeastern Synod 
Bishop Julian Gordy has asked me to share a pastoral letter with you: 

 

PASTORAL LETTER FROM BISHOP GORDY 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 

"For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. . . . a time to mourn 
and a time to dance." -Ecclesiastes 3.  
 

This past Friday, after hours of heart wrenching discussion and debate, our church, meeting in As-
sembly in Minneapolis, voted to ease limits on gay clergy and to allow congregations which wish to 
do so to recognize committed, life-long, publically accountable same sex relationships. It was a 
time for dancing for some, a time for mourning for others.  
 

Some feel that they are finally included fully in the life of our church. The day for which they have  

worked and prayed for years has arrived. Others find this change to be deeply troubling. They view 
the actions of the Assembly as contrary to the Bible and Lutheran teaching and practice.  
 

During the weeks and months to come, I hope that both those groups and all those who find them-
selves somewhere in between will be able to talk with one another as we continue to discern the 
Spirit's direction for us and for our church.  
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The implications of the assembly's actions will unfold more fully over time. Over the coming months,  

processes to implement the assembly's decisions will be worked out by churchwide leaders and staff, 
in consultation with the Conference of Bishops. This will not happen right away, but will take some  

months.  
 

We know this much for sure: Whereas persons in committed same-sex relationships formerly were  

barred from serving on any of the official ministry rosters of our church, a way is now being opened 
for such persons to serve in rostered ministries, but only if they are otherwise qualified, as deter-
mined by the synod's candidacy committee, and if a congregation chooses to call them. The call 
process will operate in the same way that it has since the beginning of our church, with congrega-
tions free to call that person to whom the Spirit directs them.  
 

In our Southeastern Synod we are a microcosm of the ELCA on these matters. At our assembly in 
June, we voted by the same percentage as the Churchwide Assembly to approve the changes in min-
istry policy. We are far from being of one mind here. Thus, we need time to think and talk prayerfully 
about the implications of these actions. In the words of Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, "We need 
one another. We need time. We need the voices of those who lament and those who rejoice over 
these actions, for together we have been called to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and en-
gage in God's mission for the life of the world."  
 

I saw a bit of that loving spirit in action when the vote was taken at the assembly. In our synod's  

delegation of voting members and in others, I witnessed those for whom it was time to dance, re-
frain from dancing and instead reach out to, and in many cases, cry with those who were mourning. 
That spirit of mutual consolation must be ours in the coming days.  
 

In Galatians, St. Paul admonishes us to "Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ." This mutual burden bearing is one of the things that separate the church of Jesus 
from the world in which we are each required and expected to bear our own burdens.  
 

Playing on the ELCA tag line, "God's work. Our hands.," Dr. Ishmael Noko, a Tanzanian pastor and the 
outgoing executive director of the Lutheran World Federation reminded the Assembly that unity is a 
work of God. Our hands are called to serve that unity. The church of Jesus Christ is not ours to dis-
member. I am convinced that no church in the world has put the gospel into practice any better than 
the ELCA. We are bound to do all that we can to preserve its God-given unity and health.  

 

Thank you for your prayers and for your support. 

 

+Julian Gordy  

Bishop  

ELCA Southeastern Synod  

Pastor Randyôs Message (Continued) 
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[PASTOR RANDYôS REMARKS RESUME] 
 

Reaction to the decisions of our Churchwide Assembly has been immediate.  For some, it has meant 
rejoicing; I know of a friend who ceased active participation in the church when she came to the re-
alization that she was gay, and knew our church had profound issues accepting her reality.  I imagine 
the actions of our Churchwide Assembly brought joy, and acceptance, to her heart. 

 

For others, it has been a time of mourning; I know of another friend, who is now an ordained ELCA 
pastor.  She shared with the Assembly that members of her family will probably be leaving the ELCA 
with the decisions made this week, and she is in tears. 

 

Brothers and sisters, where this issue is concerned, our ELCA is a house divided.  We are divided on 
this issue at Rock of Ages as well.  I have listened now for several years to your comments and reac-
tions regarding this issue, and I can say with certainty that we have folks who stand at opposite ends 
of the spectrum.  When I took an unofficial straw poll on the issue some time back, the results were 
divided 50-50%.  When I speak with folks about ROA being a "diverse" congregation, I am not talking 
simply about race and ethnicity. 

 

I am disappointed our ELCA leadership insisted this issue be brought to a vote before an assembly at 
this time.  When there are serious issues of discernment within a church family, it should not, in my 
estimation, take such dramatic action until the voice of God's spirit is much clearer.  However, deci-
sions have been made, so I write you today to address a few of the impacts those decisions might 
have on our life together. 

 

In the next few weeks and months, you will most definitely hear and read that some of those who 
oppose the decision of our assembly are taking punitive action.  I understand that some ELCA 
churches are or will be removing the ELCA logo from their outdoor signs and letterheads, or asking 
members to consider withdrawing all financial support from the ELCA, or voting to leave the ELCA. 

 

That will not happen here. 

 

While I will certainly provide a way for those who no longer wish to provide financial support to the 
ELCA/SE Synod to do so (in keeping with the phrase "bound conscience" used so often at the assem-
bly), I will not ask you to consider leaving the ELCA.   Folks, there are times I am profoundly disap-
pointed in the decisions and actions taken by our country, but I will not take down my American flag 
or be embarrassed to call myself an American, or pick up my house and family and leave for another 
land. 

 

Our present crisis is like a brother and sister who are in serious disagreement over an issue of great 
importance in their lives; each knows without a doubt that they are "right", and that their sibling is 
ϦǿǊƻƴƎϦΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
disagree. 

Pastor Randyôs Message (Continued) 
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Some may say to you, "The ELCA should be ashamed to call themselves Christians".   I would suggest 
you tell them this; at the same Assembly in which this action was taken, Lutherans were doing some 
other things as well. 

 

-Lutheran youth raised $154,458 at the 2009 national youth gathering, the first fruits of an overall 
goal of $1 million for world hunger this year. 

 

-The Assembly voted to raise 10 million dollars over 3 years to support the Church's HIV/AIDS 
strategy. 

-The Assembly approved continued participation in an initiative to fight malaria. 

-The Assembly approved a 2010 budget that will include a line item of $18 million for world 
hunger. 

 

Ask one who would criticize and condemn the ELCA how effective their own church body has been 
reaching out to the last, the least, and the lost. 

 

What are we going to do at ROA?  Paul's letter to the Ephesians provides direction for us. 

 

The Apostle Paul speaks of Christians putting on the whole armor of God. Obviously, Paul clearly had 
in mind the Roman soldiers around him, the greatest military fighting force in the world at that time.  
He knew each soldier put on their armor with the full knowledge that this armor greatly improved 
their chances of survival in battle.  But this phrase, "the whole armor of God" meant more than just a 
single soldier strapping on his protective gear, it meant becoming a unit.  The armor each individual 
soldier put on became most effective--most protective--- when soldiers stood shoulder to shoul-
der................creating a phalanx; literally an unbroken wall of shields, helmets, and breastplates.  If a 
Roman legion maintained this formation, if no one broke ranks or if the wall was not breached, it 
was all but impossible to defeat the legion.  But if the ranks could be broken..............the wall 
breached............defeat would come for the entire legion. 

 

For those who prefer a non-military way of explaining this: when I was a Junior High quarterback, I 
put on the "whole armor of football"; helmet, shoulder pads, etc.  I was (in my own eyes at least) a 
well protected football "warrior".  But when the ball was snapped, and my left and right guard de-
cided not to block.....my "personal armor of gridiron glory" was of little use, and I went down. 

 

Paul pleads with Christians to resist those actions that would lead to separation, to avoid actions that 
put the whole community at greater risk from the forces of evil in this world, who would take great 
delight in seeing the church fractured.  Paul's words speak directly to us today:  "Stay strong in the 
lord, and in the strength of his power."   I think we work best when we stay together, working 
through our differences, rather than choosing to walk away. 

 

Pastor Randyôs Message (Continued) 
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Folks, at Rock of Ages we will keep doing what we have been doing for so many years; working to-
gether, in the midst of our diverse community of believers, remaining fully focused on what God has 
called this family of faith to do. 

 

In the weeks and months ahead, I will keep you informed on what is happening within the ELCA re-
garding implementation of the decisions reached at the Churchwide Assembly, but I will not allow it 
to be a point of distraction, or division, for us. 

 

When I came to this congregation almost 16 years ago, I shared some familiar words of Robert 
Frost............ 

 

"The woods are lovely, dark, and deep, but I have promises to 

ƪŜŜǇΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦŀƴŘ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǎƭŜŜǇΦέ  

 

We, at Rock of Ages, have promises to keep.  We have baptismal promises to share the good news of 
Jesus with a world that is lost and hurting.  We dare not break this promise to ourselves, to one an-
other, and to our God. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we must be a living witness for the ELCA that a truly diverse congregation can 
effectively and lovingly work together for the sake of the gospel.  Let us walk these miles to-
gether......despite our real differences.......shoulder to shoulder, strong in the Lord, and in the 
strength of his power. 

 

God loves you, and so do I. 

 

Pastor Randy 

 

 

Pastor Randyôs Message (Continued) 
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Join us for our 
Fall Jazz Vespers 

celebration  

 

Sunday, September 20, 2009  
5:30 pm  


