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MINISTER PETERSENôS  

RECOGNITION AND FAREWELL JULY 19  

 

Time has flownééé...Minister Peter-

senôs 1-year internship with us is al-

most complete.   Sunday, July 19 will 

be her last official Sunday in worship 

with us.  On that day we will thank her 

for her ministry with a reception in her 

honor following worship.   

Pastor Randy will say 

more about this special 

event in an upcoming 

letter.   

 

 



2 

The Fortress, July 2009 

 

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS ON THE 

FOURTH 
 

As we celebrate the Fourth of  July, it is a time to con-

sider, amid all the food and fellowship and, in my case, 

fireworks, all the many blessings God has poured out 

upon this country, and upon us.  I want to share just 

one of  the many things I am thankful for this holiday.      
  

During the last week, two guests made comment about their worship experience 

at Rock of  Ages.  One guest, a former member of  the Rock, shared with me this 

observation immediately following the service; " I had forgotten just how lov-

ing, friendly, and welcoming this congregation is."   The other guest, visiting a 

member from out of  state, shared with the Monday Midday Bible study group 

this comment, "Some churches just talk about being a Christian. You folks walk 

the talk."    
  

I can't think of  two comments that remind me more of  just how thankful I am 

to be a member of  this congregation!!! Over the years, we have lost some mem-

bers who left to pursue the proverbial greener grass on the other side, others 

who had issues with our diversity, and others who wanted a "big church" experi-

ence where there was less work asked of  them and more services provided.  

Each must do as they feel moved by the Lord, or personal interests, to do.  But 

for you who are ARE here, who work together to represent to the community 

and ELCA and world a glimpse of  what Heaven will look like, I give thanks to 

God for allowing me the opportunity to be a part of  your 

life and faith in this place.  I believe the comments made by 

these two guests reflect the heart and spirit of  who we are 

at ROA, and I give thanks every day for our shared ministry 

together!!! 
  

May God continue to bless your lives, and this congrega-

tional family of  faith!   

  

Pastor Randy  


