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TTTHEHEHE   RRROCKOCKOCK   OFOFOF   TTTHEHEHE   CCCOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY      

 

Hunger Walk Results 

Congratulations to the Rock Of Ages family and friends.  We received 
the final reckoning for the Hunger Walk and once again The Rock is in 
the top ten of participating Lutheran churches.   It is another confirma-

tion that we are a congregation of faith and action.  Thank you so 
much for soliciting, contributing and praying for this worthy cause.  The 
listing is as follows: 

1 St. John's Lutheran Church $11,580.42  
2 Prince of Peace Lutheran Church $5,670.00  

3 Trinity Lutheran Church $5,273.00  
4 Grace Lutheran Church, Carrollton $4,295.54  

5 Cross of Life Lutheran Church $4,110.00  
6 Ascension Lutheran Church $3,951.00  

7 Epiphany Lutheran Church, Suwanee $3,249.00  
8 St. Mark Lutheran Church, Tucker $2,832.00  

9 Epiphany Lutheran Church, Conyers $2,171.00  
10 Rock of Ages Lutheran Church $1,420.00  
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3rd ANNUAL  

BACK TO SCHOOL  

HEALTH FAIR 

(and adult health screenings) 

          

FREE!!!  
 

Completion of form 3300:  

including dental, vision and hearing screenings 

 

  

     

              FREE!!  Adult health screenings: 

Glucose check/Diabetes check 

Blood pressure 

 

 

~other health screenings and educational materials will be available throughout the day~ 

 

 

 

 

DATE:      Saturday, July 18, 2009 

 

TIME:             9:00AM to 3:00PM 

 

LOCATION:   Rock of Ages Lutheran Church 

    5135 Memorial Drive 

    Stone Mountain, GA 30083 

    (404) 292-7888 
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BaseballðHospitalityðFundraising 
for the 18th year      ðWednesday, July 22, 2009, 7:00pmð 

Atlanta Braves vs San Francisco Giants   
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CALLING  ALL  K IDS    
 

All children (and their adult 
caregivers) are invited to 
march in a parade on Turner 
Field before the game  
 

Register Now  
Go to www.teamlutherans.net 

Click on  Lutheran Night at the Braves 

Click on Lutherans on Parade 

 

Be sure to read  children's parade guidelines 

About Tickets & T-Shirts 
 

Sign up for tickets and t-shirts in the nar-
thex or contact Lara Adams 
(larada@bellsouth.net or 770-891-3838) 

 

Payment is due at time of signup.  Make 
checks payable to Rock of Ages. 

 

Deadline is June 30th!!! 
 

A portion of each ticket price benefits Lutheran Services of Geor-
gia 

Ticket Prices 
 

Field  Pavilionð$37.00 

Outfield Pavilion-$17.00              

T-Shirt Prices 

 

Children Price 
Youth Small 7.50 
Youth medium 7.50 
Youth Large 7.50 

Adult  
Small 8.00 
Medium 8.50 
Large 9.00 
1X Large 10.00 
2X Large 11.00 
3X Large 12.00 

http://teamlutheran.net/
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BULLETIN AND  
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 
DEADLINES ð PLEASE 
NOTE 
 
In order to ease time 
crunches in the church 
office, please help us by 
following these dead-
lines for submitting announcements 
and articles for the weekly bulletin 
and ñThe Fortressò monthly newslet-
ter: 
 

Weekly bulletin:  by Wednesday at 
10:00 am 
 
ñThe Fortressò :  by the 23rd of 
each month 

 
Material can be emailed to rockofage-
selca@bellsouth.net, or a copy of the 
material may be left in the Church 
Secretaryôs mailbox. 

CD RECORDINGS OF  
SERVICES  
 
CD recordings of the services are 
available for ñcheckoutò like library 
books.  Please record 
your name, date of 
the CD and the date 
you checked it out in 
the shorthand pad.  
We ask that you plan 
to return the CD within 2 weeks.  
Feel free to make your own copy of 
the service.  The CDs will be on a ta-
ble in the Narthex each Sunday.  The 
sound varies in these recordings so 
you may have to make adjustments as 
you listen 

WHATôS NEW 

NEW PROCESS FOR RECEIVING YOUR GIVING STATEMENTS  
 

Quarterly statements will now be distributed only on an as-requested basis 
by members.  Year-end statements will be available for all members in Janu-
ary.  To request a statement, contact Steve Hansen, Minister of Finance, at  

770-498-0562 or email srhsmh1@yahoo.com  
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Cross  
Connections 

 
 

 
 

LSG to Resettle Record Numbers of Refugees 
 
LSG's Refugee Services will resettle over 500 refugees this year and we need your help with dona-
tions, supplies, furniture! 

 
Top Ten Needs 
1)    Mattress sponsors-$80 will purchase a mattress, box spring, frame and pillow! 
2)    Kitchen supplies (pots/pans/dishes) 

3)    Cars - we have several clients who now have a drivers license  
4)    Minivan to transport clients  
5)    Sofas  
6)    MARTA Breeze cards  
7)    Household cleaning supplies 

 8)   Toiletries (soap, deodorant, toilet paper) 
 9)   Volunteers to help drive refugees to appointments one morning per week!  
10)  Money 
  

Help us Grow Money! 
 
LSG has received a $2000 challenge grant that will match every $3 raised with $1.  That would 
mean a total gift of $8000, which in turn will help us pull down almost another $8000 in federal 
funds for direct services, including employment and rental assistance, for our refugee clients 
through the Match Grant program.   
 

 
For More Information or to Make a Donation Please Contact: J.D. McCrary. JMcCrary@lsga.org 
or  678 686-9643 
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  WELCA NEWS 

 

This year our donations for Lutheran World Relief are focusing on layette kits.  
A LAYETTE KIT contains the following: 2 shirts or onesies (or similar item), 2 
gowns or sleepers, 2 receiving blankets, 4 cloth diapers, one sweater, 2 wash-
cloths, I bath -size bar of gentle wrapped soap and 2 diaper pins. Since the items 
in this kit are more expensive that a usual kits, we will be accepting donations, so 
that we can buy the necessary items to complete the kits. We will accept them 
any Sunday from now until the September Synod Convention when they are to be 
turned in.  Please do not use plastic bags as they retain too much air and there-
fore take too much shipping space.  Contact Patricia Snow for more information 
at 770 -717 -1334 or pmsnow1952@gmail.com.  
 



7 

The Fortress, June 2009 

 

MINUTES OF THE ROCK OF AGES LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

MAY 18, 2009 

 
 
Present:  Lara Adams, Joyce Anderson, Annette Conner, Carole Cooper, Kelly Kraus, Barbara 
Lucas, Pastor Randy Palm, Patricia Snow and Avenelle Thomas, plus guests Karl Kraus, Jordan 
Laurila and Wendy Laurila. 
 

Absent: Steve Hansen and Melanie Taylor Williams 
 
The meeting was opened with devotion and prayer by Kelly Kraus. 
 
The minutes of the 4/13/09 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Treasurerôs Report/Financial Report ïKelly Kraus 
The Treasurerôs Report and financials were provided.  We are status quo on operating 

funds, no cash flow problems. 
Giving is at 96% of pledges.  Income from use of facilities is at 97% of budget due to re-

duced usage by Atlanta Church of Christ; Ekiko receives a lot of inquiries about use of the fa-
cilities, so occasional usage may help make up the difference.  We will consider raising the rate 
for use of the Sanctuary after Pastor Randy checks comps in the area. 

We have received $920 for FilterPure water filters & $275 for solar cookers (with another 
$135 from WELCA collections). 

We are completing the forms for the corporate credit cards, so the cards should be available 
soon. 

Quarterly statements are not being picked up by many members, so we will start providing 
these only upon request.  A status statement may be provided in October or November so that 
members will be able to catch up on pledged amounts, in anticipation that IRS regulations may 
preclude catch-up donations made in January. 

ELCA now has a template computer usage policy, so Kelly will review and revise for ROA 
use and present a draft for the June meeting. 
Our custodianôs substitute is working to provide basic services in Stevenôs absence 

(returning from vacation on 6/5/09). 
Church secretary workload still under review. 
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April 2009 Operating Funds Overview 
 

 
 

Vice-Presidentôs Report ï Barbara Lucas 
 

Is still working with Cheryl Bopp on Constitutional changes, plus the Council handbook 

 
Pastorôs Report ï Pastor Randy Palm 
 
Pastor Randy reported the following activities since the April Council meeting: 

 
Numerous hospital/shut in/Pastoral counseling visits 
Led three Monday Mid-day Bible Studies 
Participated in Worship Committee meeting 
Internship supervisory meetings 

Secured street banner for Health Fair service 
Discussed 2009 Vacation Bible School with Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church 
Attended monthly Council meeting 
Officiated at two funerals and participated in one funeral 

Obtained congregational Motherôs Day gift 
Prepare for and lead Confirmation classes 
Purchased and put together homeless meal packs 
Staff meeting participation and facilities usage discussions 
Replaced exterior lights over entrances to narthex, office and chapel 

Continued dialog regarding ROAôs long term direction/leadership 
Took one week of vacation due to spouseôs surgery & recovery; will be in attendance on 

5/24 but not preaching and otherwise on vacation through that date 

 
Old Business  (none) 
 
 

Beginning bank 
balance as of 
3/31/09 

Plus:   
Total Weekly Of-
ferings 

Plus:  Miscellane-
ous Deposits 

Minus:  Accounts 
Payable in April 

Total Operating Funds as 
of 4/30/09 

$3,055.08 $19,508.00 $2,941.00 $23,632.94 $1,871.14 
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New Business 
 
Pastor Randy presented the following candidates for Confirmation on May 31, 2009, which 
were unanimously and enthusiastically approved by Council: 

  Brittni Anderson  Shenise Howard 
  Karl Kraus   Jordan Laurila 

Handbell Choir has requested funding for having bells refurbished and other materials re-
paired/replaced for the first time in about 18 years.  Cost is expected to be approximately $500, 
as there is a handbell choir leader in Athens who will do the work at cost (no labor).  Funding 
will be from the Music Ministry funds, and was approved unanimously. 
The software support that was removed from the budget this year needs to be continued so that 
we can obtain upgrades at a cost less than just the upgrades alone.  Council approved adding 
back the $375 budget line item as an upgrade is coming out soon. 

 
Ministersô Reports 
 

Congregational Life ï Avenelle Thomas and Lara Adams reporting 
The Community Health Fair will be held on 7/18/09.  We need volunteers! 
Lutheran Night at the Braves is 7/22/09.  T-shirts and golf shirts appear to be selling for 

$5.50 this year.  6/28/09 will be the last date to sign up for the game.  Tickets are $17. 

VBS will be 8/2 thru 8/4/09 at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, with a theme of Being 
Good Neighbors.  We will examine other cultures and religious beliefs/practices. 

  

Mission and Service ï Melanie Taylor Williams (no report) 

 
WELCA ï Patricia Snow 

Thankoffering service on 4/26/09 went well, and an offering of $811 was collected. 
Lutheran World Relief project this year is layettes, and Patricia will also begin collecting 

cash donations as well as items. 
The circles will not meet during the summer months. 

The fall retreat may be scheduled for 10/10/09 or 10/17/09, at the conference facility in Stone 
Mountain. 
 

Worship ï Joyce Anderson 
Plans are being finalized for Pentecost and Confirmation on 5/31/09. 
Altar Guild may need to have another chalice repaired. 
51 people attended Jazz Vespers on 5/17/09; an offering of $224 was collected. 
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We will soon have CDs of worship services available for checkout. 

 
Property ï Annette Conner 

In March, Annette and Avenelle cleaned the church kitchen. 
A second light switch is needed at the narthex door into the kitchen, so we will obtain esti-

mates. 
The table in the narthex ladies room is being damaged by water, so will move it to a better lo-

cation. 
Renters have been leaving trash and personal items in the nursery, plus we need to clean/replace 
crib sheets on a regular basis and wipe down the crib and changing table.  Signage will be posted 
that personal items will be discarded. 
 

Council Actions Taken by Email Vote (since last Council meeting) 
 
Since the last Council meeting, the following actions were taken by Council via email due to 
time constraints involved with calling special meetings: 

 
Approval of seminar sponsorship for Ekiko Reedy (5/1/09).  Council unanimously approved a 
$65 partial sponsorship for attendance at the American Christian Writers Conference, to be 
taken from the remaining Capital Campaign funds. 

 
The next Council meeting will be on Sunday, 6/14/09 following worship; Executive Committee 
meets following worship on 6/7/09.  Avenelle Thomas will provide the devotion/snacks. 
 
The meeting was closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Carole Cooper, Council Secretary 
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Birthdays  

Fredric Ojukwu  June 1  

Fortunate Adem  June 2  

Barbara Dove -Edwin  June 3  

Martha Chambers  June 5  

Marlene Glassman  June 11  

Francene Williams  June 11  

James Dove -Edwin  June 13  

Annie Dove -Edwin  June 13  

Christina Palm  June 18  

Robert Denny  June 20  

Sheneeõ Howard June 23  

Caroline Miller  June 25  

Carole Cooper  June 30  

  

Wedding Anniversaries  

Jerry & Jan Hammons  June 4  

Charles & Cheryl Bopp Jr.  June 8  

Michael & Naimah Henry  June 11  

Bruce & Kelly Kraus  June 22  

Margaret & Basil Marshall  June 23  

Randy & Pinky Palm  June 27  

JUNE CELEBRANTS  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 

EVENT/ACTIVITY  DATE  TIME  

Fatherõs Day June 21   

Manna from Heaven Sunday  
(sandwich ministry)  

 

June 21   

Town Hall Meeting  

 

June 28  
(Tentative)  

 

Following worship  

Community Health Fair  July 18  9:00am - 3:00pm  

Lutheran Night at the Braves  July 22  7:00pm  

Vacation Bible School  

(at Memorial Drive Presbyte-
rian)  

 

August 2 -4  Time TBA  
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Church Office Hours:  Mon and Fri 9:00 -2:00, Tues and Wed 9:00 -1:00  

Email:  rockofageselca@bellsouth.net  
 
Minister Petersen³s Hours and Contact Information:   
Mon -Tues -Wed -Fri, 9:00 am -1:00 pm (Thursdays off)  
Phone:  404 -292 -7888  
Email:  TrinaMarieP@yahoo.com  
 
Pastor Randy³s Hours and Contact Information:   
Office hours vary (Fridays off)  
Phone:  404 -384 -9762  
Email:  R111158@aol.com  

Weekly Activities  Day/Time  

Coffee Hour  

 

Sunday @ 8:30 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School  

 

Sunday @ 8:45 a.m.  

ROA Sunday School  Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.  

Worship  Sunday @ 10:00 a.m.  

Bible Study  Monday @ 12:00 noon  

Other Activities  

Lydiaõs Circle 3 rd  Tuesday of every month  

@ 7pm 

Marthaõs Circle 3 rd  Wednesday of every month  

@ 10am 


