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A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PASTOR RANDY 
 

Dear Family and Friends of the Rock,  

 
I have decided to take vacation from Monday, May 11th, through at least Monday, May 18th and 
possibly the following seven days (through May 24th).  On Wednesday, May 13th, my wife will 
have surgery to fuse most of the bones in her right foot.  While the hospital stay should be no 
more than 1-2 days, the recovery period will be extensive; 6 weeks of no weight on the foot, fol-
lowed by 6 weeks of a limited motion boot, with the total time until she can return to work no 
less than 6 months, and possibly up to 9 months.  The doctor indicated there is a 20% chance 
that not all the bones will fuse, requiring a second surgery.  During the time of my vacation I will 
be available for emergencies and other critical pastoral acts, but will not be available for day-to-
day activities.  I will have daily Internet access. 

 
As you might imagine, the long recovery time and severely limited mobility will create a lot of 
physical and emotive challenges.  Like myself, Pinky is a private person, who does not feel com-
fortable chatting about illness issues, so I ask that prior to her surgery folks avoid making it a 
topic of discussion with her at church.  She already grieves the time she will miss attending 
church, and her work as a pre-school para-professional teacher at Brockett Elementary.  Given 
the length of her recovery (she will have to go on disability), there are no guarantees Pinky's job 
will be held for her, which would have significant implications for our family, and ROA, given 
my health insurance is provided via her employment, as a way of saving ROA several thousand 
dollars each year. (ELCA insurance coverage is significantly more expensive.) 
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During Pinky's surgery and recovery, we ask for your prayers, but she prefers not to receive home 
visits or phone calls for at least the first few weeks, given she will mostly be confined to bed and 
receiving pain meds.  I am an adequate cook, and my daughters have offered/agreed/been 
bribed by me to assist with household chores, so what we really will need during this time is your 
prayers and understanding.  I will keep you updated.  Take care and God bless. 

 

Pastor Randy 

 

 

AFFIRM     June 14-19, 2009 
Southeastern Synod Youth Event 

  
Who: For 7th-12th graders and a Young 
Adult Unit for Youth Ministry Training 
Where: University of North Alabama, Flor-
ence, AL   

 
Why: Because your Faith will be Trans-
formed! And it's awesome to hang out with 
over 400 other Lutherans! 

  
Information and Participant Registrations 
are online at www.sesyouth.org. You can 
register online and pay with a credit card! 
We've got a lot of new exciting things this 
year! You don't want to miss it!   

 
Rock of Ages Youth provides a scholarship 
of $50 per youth to help defray the cost of 
attending AFFIRM or other summer Lu-
theran camp program.  Please see Carole 
Cooper or Kelly Kraus for details. 

 

 

OUR  

2009  

CONFIRMANDS  

 

 
During our Pentecost service on May 
31, four of our young people will affirm 
their baptism.   

 

Please congratulate: 

 

Brittni Anderson  
 

Shenise Howard 
 

Karl Kraus 
 

Jordan Laurila  
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SPECIAL THANKSé 

Ekiko & Davina would like to give a special thanks to the ROA Fam-
ily for all of the love and support expressed during Davinaôs ex-
tended hospital stay.  Our family is grateful as well for everyone who 
stepped in to help in their absence.  We did not expect to be there 
for as long as we were, but your prayers kept us through and we are 
on the road to recovery!  Thank you all! 

The Conner and Garner family would like to thank our Rock Of 
Ages family and friends for their support during our time of 
bereavement.   We especially thank Pastor Palm for the use of 
the sanctuary for Baby Isaiah Mackenzie's memorial service, 
Pastor Hugh Williams and Minister Trina Peterson for conduct-
ing the service.    


