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PASTOR RANDYôS MESSAGE 
Several months ago I shared with you that ROA would be a "Matthew 25" congregation, in word and action, 
during the next 12 months.  In this chapter of Matthew's Gospel, the Son of man commends those who have 
cared for him, in their caring for others; 
  

ñI was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me; I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you 
visited me; I was in prison and you came to me.ò 

    

It was my goal to address, with at least one specific ministry or program, each of the "people" listed above 
during the course of 2009. During our worship service two weeks ago, I introduced two opportunities for mem-
bers of the Rock to help the thirsty and hungry of our world.   
  

In the Sudan, civil war has killed over 400,000, and left nearly 3 million homeless, many of whom are women 
and children.  Refugee camps are dangerous places, but not nearly as dangerous as areas outside of these 
camps, which is where women must go to gather firewood to prepare meals.  Rape and murder comes to 
many who venture out of the camps alone.  A solution?  Something called a "solar cooker", which uses the 
sun to heat food for 4-6 folks without the use of firewood.  The cost? $30.  (www.solarcookers.org) 
  

When we are thirsty, we walk to the faucet for a drink of water.  But 1 BILLION people have no access to safe 
water.  Over 1.5 million die a year from water-borne illnesses, including over 5,000 children a day.  A solu-
tion?  A clay pot.  A clay pot that is made in such a way as to filter dirty/contaminated water so it is safe to 
drink.  One clay pot will provide safe water for 5 folks for almost 5 years.  The 
cost?  $30. (www.filterpurefilters.org)   
  

Pause just a moment to think about where and how you have spent $30 the past month.  Have you spent it 
THIS way -literally saving life and improving the quality of life for a family of 4-6?   As of Sunday evening, 
March 22nd, over $650 had been given to these projects!  A solar cooker and clay filter pot will be on display 
in the narthex each Sunday through April.  
  

During the remainder of the Lenten season, and through the month of April, I will lift up these specific ways 
you and I can give food and drink to those in need.  I invite you to support these ministries, OR, find a ministry 
that demonstrates Matthew 25 in action.  As the year moves forward, we will have opportunities to respond in 
love to the needs of each  of the "people" listed above.   
  

Take care and God Bless!  
 

Pastor Randy  

http://www.solarcookers.org
http://www.filterpurefilters.org
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OUR SECRETARYôS DUTIES AND CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Dear ROA family and friends, 
 

I wanted to take a moment to share some information that you may not know about Ekikoôs 
job responsibilities and duties that affect her office hours. Ekiko is not only our Church sec-
retary but she is also the Facilities Coordinator. What that means is that she is responsible 
for putting together the Sunday bulletins, the Fortress, answering phone calls and emails, 
and tons of other secretarial duties. She ALSO is responsible for EVERYTHING related to 
our regular and our 1 time renters. She sets up appointments for renters to view the building 
and discuss contract rates and room availability, takes payments for these rentals, and has 
meetings with tenants to sign contracts and deal with problems. These appointments are set 
by her and the renter so she sometimes meets them during non-office hours to accommodate 
the renterôs personal schedule. Ekiko meets vendors at non-office hours sometimes as well. 
She is also expected to make unannounced ñdrop inò visits during non-office hours to moni-
tor the use of rooms. We have had and continue to have some of our regular rental groups 
that use rooms in the building that they are not paying for and that are scheduled for other 
rental groups as well as leaving rooms ña mess.ò This is just a small ñsnapshotò of her respon-
sibilities. So please be aware that if you call the office and she does not answer, she may have 
adjusted her office hours a bit to compensate for time she has come in to monitor renters 
and handle other Facility Coordination responsibilities. Ekiko is wonderful about communi-
cating to Pastor Randy when her schedule changes a bit from day to day and week to week. 
She tries her best to maintain the regular office hour schedule, but because of all that she 
does that is not always possible. She is a BUSY woman and we are thrilled that she is part of 
our ROA family! Please make sure to tell her Thank You when you see her for all that she 
does for us. 
 
In HIS Love, 
 

Lara Adams , council president  

NORMAL OFFICE HOURS FOR EKIKO  

 

Mondays and Fridays, 9:00-2:00 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 9:00-1:00 
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COMMUNITY MOVIE NIGHT!!  

  

DATE:   Saturday April 18th at 5:30pm in Corkish Hall  

MOVIE:  ñRatatouilleéò.. G rated 

  

Please mark your calendars and plan to come! It is such a wonderful time for peo-
ple of all ages. With our economy in crisis, this is a free family friendly evening that 
we know you and your friends will enjoy! We have flyers available in the narthex to 
pick up and take to share with your friends and family, coworkers etc. See you 
there! 

ðCongregational Life Committee 

A NEW COPIER/ PRINTER 
FOR THE CHURCH OFFICE! 
 

Weôre excited to announce that our 
church office will soon be 
outfitted with an up-
graded copier/printer.  
This new unit provides 
exciting features to en-
hance productivity and 
reduce expenses in the long term.   Train-
ing will be offered to council and staff.  
Please bear with us during the transition 
as we learn about all the new features.   

LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
TO BEGIN 
 

We have received donations from members 
designated specifically to help with mainte-
nance of our church 
lawn and grounds.  
With these funds we 
have hired a lawn ser-
vice to mow and edge 
the grass areas, trim 
shrubs and plants, 
blow/rake pine straw 
and leaves from parking lots, and remove 
debris every 2 weeks from March through 
October.   The cost is $150 per visit.  If you 
would like to donate to help defray the 
cost, mark your donation for ñlawn careò 
and place in the offering plate or mail to 
the church office to Kelly Krausô attention. 

WHATôS NEW 

SPRING COMMUNITY JAZZ 
VESPERS SERVICE 

 
Sunday, May 17, 5:30 pm 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
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AFFIRM     June 14-19, 2009 
Southeastern Synod Youth Event 

  
Who: For 7th-12th graders and a Young 
Adult Unit for Youth Ministry Training 
Where: University of North Alabama, 
Florence, AL   
Why: Because your Faith will be Trans-
formed! And it's awesome to hang out 
with over 400 other Lutherans! 

  
Information and Participant Registra-
tions are online at www.sesyouth.org. 
You can register online and pay with a 
credit card! We've got a lot of new excit-
ing things this year! You don't want to 
miss it!   
 
Rock of Ages Youth provides a scholar-
ship of $50 per youth to help defray the 
cost of attending AFFIRM or other sum-
mer Lutheran camp program.  Please see 
Carole Cooper or Kelly Kraus for details. 

ALL HANDS ON DECK FOR CLEANUP DAY 

   Saturday, April 4, at 10:00 am 

 

Our church needs to be spruced up for 

Spring!  Please lend a hand with some 

housekeeping tasks on Saturday, April 4, 

at 10:00 am.   If you can help, please con-

tact Annette Conner at 404-552-3636.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Monday Mid -day 

Bible Study group will 

not meet on April 6 

and April 13  
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MINUTES OF THE ROCK OF AGES LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

MARCH 8, 2009 

 

 

Present:  Lara Adams, Joyce Anderson, Annette Conner, Carole Cooper, Steve Hansen, Kelly Kraus, Barbara 

Lucas, Pastor Randy Palm, Minister Trina Petersen, Patricia Snow, and Melanie Taylor Williams. 

 

Absent:  Avenelle Thomas 

 

The meeting was opened with a devotion by Carole Cooper. 

 

The minutes of the 2/8/09 meeting were approved as written. 

 

Treasurer's Report -Kelly Kraus  

The Treasurer's Report was reviewed and accepted.   

2008 financials have been closed; January and February statements were provided to Council.  Reserves 

are down due to devaluation of stocks in the current economy.   

Atlanta Church of Christ is decreasing its use of our facility but some of that rental income will be made up 

by new renters.  

Ekiko Reedy and Kelly are reviewing our options for a copier, as the current lease expires next year. 

Much of Ekiko's time is being spent on facilities management, with Kelly doing a number of clerical func-

tions.  We are open to suggestions about how to remedy this. 

 

Financial Report - Steve Hansen 

Steve did not have an exact amount but said that offerings are a little behind what we should be bringing in 

for the month. 

 

February 2009 Operating Funds Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-President's Report - Barbara Lucas 

 

Council Handbooks have been prepared and put into binders but will not be distributed until additional ma-

terials can be inserted. 

 

 

Beginning 

bank balance 

as of 1/31/09 

Plus:   

Total Weekly 

Offerings 

Plus:  

Miscellaneous 

Deposits 

Minus:  

Accounts 

Payable in 

February 

Total Operating 

Funds as of 2/28/09 

$6,047.18 $16,614.00 $3,851.00  $20,715.40 $5,796.78 
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Pastor's Report - Pastor Randy Palm 

 

Pastor Randy reported the following activities since the January Council meeting: 

 

Taught one Confirmation class 

Officiated at one Baptism 

Taught three Bible Study classes 

Led one Town Hall meeting 

Attended Council and Executive Committee meetings 

Attended Quarterly Committee meeting, Worship Committee meeting, and meeting with member of     

ROA staff 

Provided Ash Wednesday Soup & Sandwich meal 

Involvement in various property concerns, including handrail bid, roof leak issues, air conditioning pro-

posal 

Purchase of supplies for Homeless Packs, delivery of sandwiches to shelter 

Participated in three supervisory sessions with Minister Petersen 

Made hospital and shut-in visits 

Advisory work on Constitutional revisions 

Pastor counseling 

Work on Evangelism Project 

 

Old Business  

 

Steve Hansen presented lawn maintenance estimates to the Executive Council for comparison, and it was 

recommended to Council that we accept a one year basic service contract for the March through October 

season at $2,700 from TCI Landscaping.  The recommendation was approved by Council.  Steve will call 

TCI to begin service. 

Pastor Randy continuing to try to schedule a Council Retreat, which will include proposed constitution 

changes. 

 

New Business 

 

Kelly Kraus is in the process of pulling together information about Continuing Resolutions, so that matter 

was tabled. 

LSG has requested that locks be installed on two doors downstairs.  These will be keyed by our locksmith 

and LSG will pay the cost. 

Council meetings will continue to be on the second Sunday of the month through June, with the exception 

of April (due to Holy Week and Easter). 

 

Ministers' Reports 
 

Congregational Life - Lara Adams reporting  

The Dinner Theatre event on 2/21/09 went very well. 
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A CPR/AED Certification class will be held on 3/28/09, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Adult Lounge.   

The next Family Movie Night will be April 18, movie TBD. 

Committee meets on 3/21 for additional planning for the Community Health Fair in July and possibly a 

Flea Market 

  

Mission and Service - Melanie Taylor Williams 

The Hunger Walk on 3/1/09 was cancelled due to the weather, but contributions will be counted.  ROA has 

contributed $961 so far, and contributions may still be collected through the end of the month. We hope to 

continue our record as being in the top 10 contributors for LSG, as a portion of that funding then comes 

back to ROA for our hunger programs. 

Angel Food is continuing.  Orders will be due by 3/15 and are to be picked up on 3/21. 

Nicholas House has not scheduled dates for ROA, and Melanie plans to contact them to schedule a date so 

she can work it and report back to us about the new location. 

 

WELCA - Patricia Snow 

Lenten Breakfast on 2/28/09 went well. 

LWR collection this year is for layette kits, and WELCA will ask for monetary donations in order to make 

purchases and put the kits together themselves. 

Thankoffering service is scheduled for 4/26/09. 

 

Worship - Joyce Anderson 

The committee meeting will be on 3/11/09 to firm up Holy Week plans and all of April.  30 Easter lilies 

have been ordered for this year for members to purchase. 

Presented a $2,500 proposal from Young & Son for additional handrails in the Narthex and outside steps 

(outside the red doors) plus safety installation on the steps around the altar.  Council approved the expendi-

ture as presented, though Pastor Randy will continue to explore ideas for the altar steps. 

She has covered the microphone cord at the altar for safety. 

 

Property - Annette Conner   

Annette had nothing to report at this meeting. 

Pastor Randy reported that he has received an estimate for replacing an A/C unit with an Amana Puron 4 

ton unit at a cost of $2,750, with very good warranty coverage.  However, he still must determine what 

area of the building it serves before we can vote on this matter. 

 

The next Council meeting will be on Monday, 4/13/08 at 7:00 p.m., with Executive Council meeting immedi-

ately prior at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Carole Cooper, Council Secretary 
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The East Metro Team of  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans invites you to 
attend a seminar on Social Security benefits featuring a leading expert 
on the Social Security system. 

 

Guest speaker, Jim Caulder 

Employed 33 years with the Social Security Administration 

Key resource person for pre-retirement education 

Received the agencyõs highest award, the Commissionerõs Citation 

Has shared his expertise on radio and television 

 

Some topics to be discussed include: 

Professions not participating in Social Security  

Election of  monthly benefits 

Computation of  reduced benefits 

Survivor benefits 

Dependent children and grandchildren  

 

 
 

Lunch or light supper will be provided. The seminars are free and open to all,  
but seating is limited, so please reserve a place for you and your guest.  

 
Jim Caulder is not affiliated with or endorsed by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  The views expressed in 
this presentation by Jim Caulder are his own and not necessarily those of Thrivent Financial or its affiliates.  
Neither Thrivent Financial nor its affiliates or representatives provide legal or tax advice.  You should con-
sult with an attorney or tax advisor for specific advice.  While various product solutions will be suggested 
as solutions for your needs, no products will be sold at this informational event. Thrivent Financial repre-
sentatives are registered representatives for securities offered through Thrivent Investment Management 
Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415-1665, 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836), a registered bro-
ker-dealer and investment adviser, and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 
Member FINRA and SIPC. 

Locations and Dates 
  

Saturday, April 18 

6:30 p.m. 

Oak Road Lutheran Church, 

Lilburn 
RSVP: 770-982-0420 or 
eastmetroteam@thrivent.com  

 Sunday, April 19 

12:30 p.m. 

Epiphany Lutheran Church, 

Conyers 
RSVP: 770-982-0420 or 
eastmetroteam@thrivent.com  



9 

The Fortress, April 2009 

 

Birthdays  

Kirstin Williams  April 1  

Greig Hollister  April 2  

Sybil Reynolds  April 2  

Kathy Martin  April 3  

Rebecca Cole  April 4  

Sean Snow  April 5  

Don Stewart  April 6  

Michelle Henry  April 13  

Julia Dove -Edwin  April 16  

Annette Dove ðEdwin  April 16  

Rosa Trought  April 18  

Doug Laurila  April 21  

Pinky Palm  April 24  

Herb Glassman  April25  

Charlie Moore  April 29  

Albert Brutus  April 30  

Ryan Dockery  April 30  

Terence Trimble, Jr  April 30  

 Wedding Anniversaries  

Doug & Wendy Laurila  April 27  

APRIL CELEBRANTS  
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UPCOMING EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 

EVENT/ACTIVITY  DATE  TIME  

Mid-week Lenten Meal and Bible 
Study 

 

April 1 6:00 pm meal,  
7:00 pm service 

ROA Housekeeping Day April 4 10:00 am 

The Passion of Our Lord April 5 10 am service 

Maundy Thursday Service April 9 7:00 pm 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service April 10 7:00 pm 

The Resurrection of Our Lord April 12 10 am service 

Manna from Heaven Sunday 
(sandwich ministry) 

April 19  

Confirmation April 19 Following 10 am service 

WELCA Thankoffering Service April 26 10 am service 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 

Apr 5:  The Passion of Our Lord, 10:00 am service  

Apr 9:  Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 pm  

Apr 10:  Good Friday service at 7:00 pm  

Apr 12:  The Resurrection of our Lord, 10:00 am service  
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Church Office Hours (effective Oct 20):  Mon and Fri 9:00 -2:00, Tues and Wed 9:00 -

1:00 

Email:  rockofageselca@bellsouth.net 

 

Minister Petersenôs Hours and Contact Information:   

Mon-Tues-Wed-Fri, 9:00 am-1:00 pm (Thursdays off) 

Phone:  404-292-7888 

Email:  TrinaMarieP@yahoo.com 

 

Pastor Randyôs Hours and Contact Information:   

Office hours vary (Fridays off) 

Phone:  404-384-9762 

Email:  R111158@aol.com 

Weekly Activities  Day/Time  

Coffee Hour  

 

Sunday @ 8:30 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School  

 

Sunday @ 8:45 a.m.  

ROA Sunday School  Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.  

Worship  Sunday @ 10:00 a.m.  

Bible Study  Monday @ 12:00 noon  

Music Class  Saturday @ 9:30 a.m.  

Other Activities  

Lydiaõs Circle 3 rd  Tuesday of every  

month @ 7:00 pm  

Marthaõs Circle 3 rd  Wednesday of every  

month @ 9:30 am  


