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CELEBRATING A DREAM:  ROA HONORS  
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

 

Our January 19 worship service was an exceptional experience.  In celebration 
of the dream of Martin Luther King, Jr., Godõs word was given to us in music 
and song by Gary and Veronica Motley and a guest violinist, Brooke Alford.  
Special readings were also shared by David Snell and Dr. Goodman Obot.  This 
issue of òThe Fortressó reprises the service by sharing a copy of the readings. 

 

FIRST READING   

[Excerpt from Barack Obamaõs message at Ebenezer Baptist Church on Janu-
ary 20, 2008. The words in brackets were omitted for this reading by David 
Snell.]  

 

òThe Scripture tells us that we are judged not just by word, but by deed. And 
if we are to truly bring about the unity that is so crucial in this time, we must 
find it within ourselves to act on what we know; to understand that living up 
to this countryõs ideals and its possibilities will require great effort and re-
sources; sacrifice and stamina.  

 

And that is what is at stake in the great [political] debate we are having today. 
The changes that are needed are not just a matter of tinkering at the edges, 
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and they will not come if [politicians] simply tell us what we want to hear. All 
of us will be called upon to make some sacrifice. None of us will be exempt 
from responsibility. We will have to fight to fix our schools, but we will also 
have to challenge ourselves to be better parents. We will have to confront the 
biases in our criminal justice system, but we will also have to acknowledge 
the deep -seated violence that still resides in our own communities and mar-
shal the will to break its grip.  

 

That is how we will bring about the change we seek. That is how Dr. King led 
this country through the wilderness. He did it with words ð words that he 
spoke not just to the children of slaves, but the children of slave owners. 
Words that inspired not just black but also white; not just the Christian but 
the Jew; not just the Southerner but also the Northerner.  

 

He led with words, but he also led with deeds. He also led by example. He led 
by marching and going to jail and suffering threats and being away from his 
family. He led by taking a stand against a war, knowing full well that it would 
diminish his popularity. He led by challenging our economic structures, un-
derstanding that it would cause discomfort. Dr. King understood that unity 
cannot be won on the cheap; that we would have to earn it through great ef-
fort and determination.  

 

That is the unity ð the hard -earned unity ð that we need right now. It is that 
effort, and that determination, that can transform blind optimism into hope ð 
the hope to imagine, and work for, and fight for what seemed impossible be-
fore.  

 

SECOND READING  

[The following information can be found at:  

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_Hymn_of_the_Republic]  

 

The lyrics of the òBattle Hymn of the Republicó appear in Martin Luther King 
Jr.'s sermons and speeches, most notably in his speech "How Long, Not Long" 
from the steps of the Montgomery, Alabama, Courthouse on March 25th, 1965 
after the 3rd Selma m arch , and in his final sermon "I've Been to the Mountain-
top", delivered in Memphis, Tennessee, on the evening of April 3rd, 1968, the 
night before his assassination. The latter sermon, King's last public words, 
ends with the first lyrics of the Battle Hymn, "Mine eyes have seen the glory of 
the coming of the Lord."  
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DEATH OF THE REVEREND W. RALPH GRAHAM  

 

Pastor Warren Ralph Graham died Tuesday, January 27, 2009.  An 
ordained minister in the ALC/ELCA for 61 years, Pastor Graham was 
born on November 4, 1920 in Kline, WV. Graham attended 
Bridgewater College in Bridgewater, VA, receiving a  B.A. in Applied 
Arts in 1943, and Wartburg Seminary, in Dubuque, IA, graduating 
with a B.D. in Parish Ministry in 1945.  He was ordained in the 
American Lutheran Church on April 27, 1947. Ralph married 
Elizabeth Metier in February of 1949, and they had 4 children.  
Elizabeth passed away due to cancer on August 20, 1964.   He 
married Betsy Powell Seymour in 1969.  

 

Pastor Graham's career included service for 30 years with the U. S. 
Federal Bureau of Prisons as a Chaplain in Florida, New York, 
Oklahoma, Colorado and Indiana, and service as Administrator of 
Religious Services of the S.E. Region.  Pastor Graham was a member 
of the faculty of the Iliff School of Theology from 1960 -1966, while 
serving as Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Denver, CO.    
From 1967 -73 Pastor Graham was on the faculty of the Anderson 
School of Theology in Anderson, IN and served as Pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Terre Haute, IN from 1966 -67 and 1971 -72. He 
also continued his connection with Wartburg Seminary as 
Supervising Pastor in Clinical Pastoral Education from 1960 -1982.  
In 1981 Pastor Graham began as Executive Project Director of the 
American Protestant Correctional Chaplains Association and served 
the Southeastern Synod as an interim pastor for several years 
following his official retirement.   

      

Survivors include his wife, Betsy, his sister Lola Graham, son Mark, 
daughters Judy, Lynn and Susan, 5 grandchildren and 3 great 
grandchildren.      

 

We give thanks to God for Pastor Graham's life and ministry among 
us and for the promise of the resurrection through Jesus Christ, Our 
Savior.  We pray God's peace and comfort for his family.  
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DINNER THEATRE EVENT:  

Celebrating Our Heritage  

 

An evening of singing, poetry and dance  
 

 

 

DATE:              SATURDAY FEBRUARY 21st 2009  

TIME:              6:00 p.m. -  untilé.    

LOCATION:        Rock of Ages Lutheran Church  

DRESS CODE:      after 5pm attire      

TICKET PRICES:   $10.00/adult and $5.00/child under age 10  
  

 

Tickets will be on sale every Sunday after worship service from Jan. 11th 

through February 15th, 2009. 

 

 

 
*** please contact members of the Congregational Life Committee for tickets and additional information --  Lara Adams, 

Avenelle Thomas, Susanne Hollister, Don Stewart, Minister Trina***  

 

 

 

 

Rock of Ages Lutheran Church  

5135 Memorial Drive  

Stone Mountain, GA 30083  

Church office (404 -292 -7888)  

Many faces, Many voices, One LORD  
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CONTACT MELANIE TAYLOR WILLIAMS TO 
PLACE YOUR ORDER BY FEBRUARY 15 
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