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PASTOR RANDYOS MESS

(The following is a condensed version of the sermon message preached for Christ The Kin
Sunday, 2008)

November 2008 was a very difficult month for Christianity.

Israeli police were called to the Church of The Sepulcher to break up a fist fight between mor
from two Christian sects. Southern Baptists sought disciplinary action against a Decatur, GA
church because it called a female pastor. A Roman Catholic priest told congregants that thos
who voted for Presideitect Obama should not be allowed to receive the sacrament because «
PresidenrEl ect Obamads position on abortion.
joined Mormons in pouring millions of dollars into the state to help pass Proposition 8, which
defines marriage as only between a man and woman. And, very very close to home, a mem|
our congregation, visiting a Lutheran Chuvissouri Synod church, was told she and her
husband could not take communion because they were members of an ELCA family of faith.

More and more frequently, it seems that Christians are determined to make certain issues the
0l itmuso test for who fAiso, or fAisndto, a
intelligent design, prayer in public school, public display of the Ten Commandments, capital
punishment, and the interpretation of scripture.

The appointed text for Christ The King Sunday 2008 is Matthew-25..3h this text, the Son
of Man uses a different Alitmuso test in

The Fortress, December 2008



King will say to those on His right hand,
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for | was hungry and you gave Me
food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in; | was naked ¢
you c¢cl ot hed Me; |l was sick and you visite

It is interesting to note what current issues one does NOT find in this list.

As the remainder of the Matthew 25 text m
among us, we are caring for Christ Himself. And when we refuse to care for the least among
well, the consequences are also very clear.

As | consider many of the issues that divide Christianity today, including homosexuality and
abortion, | do not have confidence we will be able to speak with one voice, with one heart, on
these issues during my lifetime. Rather than spending the next 10 years fixated and fighting
about these issues, I believe the church
on meeting the needs described in Matthew 2B 31Regardless of how far apart Christians
stand on the difficult issues of our day, we must find a way to stay and stand together on the
need to provide for the basic care and pr

As we | ook toward 2009, Rock of Ages wil|l

And what will that mean for us?

First it means that we will leave judging, condemning, and damnation in the hands of Christ
the King. (When in doubt, we will err on the side of Grace.)

Secondit means we focus on Iimitating the | if
to all people, seeing Jesus in our neighbor, and caring for the hungry, the thirsty, stranger, sic
naked, and imprisoned. (We will understand that these words can describe a physical,
emotional, or spiritual state of being.)

In many ways, ROA has been living as a Matthew 25 Congregation in 2008;

dSandwich ministry to homeless and homeless meal packs

oChristmas gifts to children whose parents are incarcerated

0A year | ong AAngel buddyo ministry to eldd
01 TON of rice; furnishings, and clothing to newly arrived refugees
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A good beginning, but we can do much more, and we WILL do more in 2009. In the next
month | will outline the programs and projects that will address the needs of those around us
Will our congregational family be able to solve world hunger, clothe the world, or cure the sic
I n our worl d??? No . But as Christ i1is ou
those around us, whenever and wherever we can. In this task, we can be, will be, and must
of one accord, with one heart.

Take care and God Bless,

Pastor Randy

MOUNTAIN VIEW ANGEL BUDDIES 2009

Many thanks to those who have committed to being an angel buddy for a Mountain View Per
sonal Care Home resident for 2009. We still have several "angel" residents who are awaiting
adoption by an ROA family member.

PLEASE NOTE: Those of you with current 2008 angel buddies should continue to make con-
tact with your buddies THROUGH this year's Christmas season!

Being an angel buddy simply involves maintaining contact with your angel resident through-
out the year, remembering him or her on their birthday, as well as other important dates
through the yearYou can make a visit, send a card, or provide a gift (suggestions have been
made for you for each angeMany of these folks have few or NO other contacts during the
year. YOUR contact WILL make a difference in their lives.

Angel residents awaiting adoption are available in the narthex. Please contact Pastor Randy
with any questions!
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1 Corinthians 12:4 says,Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit
there are diversities of ministrations, and the same Lord. And there are diver
workings, but the same God, who worketh all thinGethrek"given each

Christian two vitally important gifts. The first is the gift of faith in Jesus Christ, his work of re-
demption, and thus forgiveness of sin. The second is the gift of one or more special abilities,
which are to be used for the purpose of unifying the body of Christ and for the growth of God
Kingdom. These abilities are called spiritual gifts and they are received through our baptism.

Having received a spiritual gift from God is much like having received a gift from a loved
one. A great deal of thought, care, and
fect gifto. God did not give you the fir
God invested a great deal of thought, care, and love into choosing the perfect gifts for you.
bestows them upon you through the work of the Holy Spirit in order for: -
to fulfill Godds call on your | :
appreciate and make use of our spiritual gifts until they have been oper'y§ .~

1d

Your gift was given to you by God to unify Christians in their faith ani
produce growth within the church, both numerical and spiritual. They are to be used out of lo
for God and one another, and in service to God and one another.

Sunday, December 14, 20@8your opportunity to offer your gift to God through the com-
mitment of your time and talentime and Talent Sheetsill be mailed to you during the
first week of December. We are asking that you humble yourself, pray, study, andselb some
examination agou prepare to complete yotime and Talent SheetThe commitment of your
gift(s) will be prayed over and presented to God during morning worship. This commitment i
special G.I.F.T.S. (Growing In Faith To Serve) commitment to Jesus in celebration of His birtl
and the new birth that you received through Him.

God so loved that He gave. You too should so love that you give. God gave y
the qift of eternal life through Jesus Christ; Jesus committed and gave His life 1
you. So consider eagerly and give cheerfully your time and your talent as a gi
| to God.
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ADVENT 2008 SCHEDULE

x Wed, Dec 10th, 7:00 pm
Decoration of Chrismon tree and caroling

x Sun, Dec 14th, 10:00 am
Christmas Cantata

x Sun, Dec 14th, 5:30 pm
Holiday Jazz Vespers service

x Wed, Dec 17th, 7:00 pm
Evening Advent worship service

x Wed, Dec 24th, 7:00 pm & 11:00 pm
Candlelight Christmas Eve services

THI'S | NFORMATI ON | S AVAI LA
POSTCARDS THAT PASTOR RANDY IS GIVING TO
EACH MEMBER ON SUNDAY, DEC 7.
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PLEASE SHARE THESE CARDS WITH FOLKS!
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