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TTTHEHEHE   RRROCKOCKOCK   OFOFOF   TTTHEHEHE   CCCOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY   

WELCOME TO OUR NEW INTERN!  

August 4th will mark the beginning of our first internship in over 2 decades, as Ms. Trina 

Petersen becomes a member of our parish staff.  Trina will serve ROA as an intern (some of 

you may be more familiar with the term "vicar") for a period of no more than 1 year. An intern 

is a "pastor in training"; a student who receives "hands on" experience in a real parish setting 

about the responsibilities and challenges associated with ordained ministry.  I will let Trina 

share her "bio" with you in next month's newsletter, but let me say that she comes to us with 

many gifts and talents, and a high level of excitement and joy in serving the Lord.  She is 

excited about serving ROA! 

On Sunday, August 10th, Trina will be "inducted" into ministry at ROA during our 10am 

worship service, with the Reverend Dr. Julius Carroll, Director of Contextual Education at 

Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, presiding.  The service will also include the 

dedication of our grand piano plaque, and a representative from Lutheran Services of Georgia 

will be present to thank us for the 1 TON of rice we recently donated for refugees coming to 

Atlanta.  In honor of the day, Gary and Veronica Motley will share a special musical gift during 

the service.  Finally, a welcoming reception for Trina will be held immediately following the 

service.  I invite you to make plans to attend this special day in the life of our congregational 

family!   See you then!  

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Randy  
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 VESPERS  

 

JAZZ  

Join us for 
our Fall Jazz 

Vespers 

celebration  

CDs Available! 

Sept 14, 2008 

5:30 p.m .  
For more information contact Pastor Randy Palm  

Rock of Ages Lutheran Church | 5135 Memorial Drive Stone Mountain, GA 30083  

404-292-7888 | www.rock-of-ages-lutheran-church.org 

Performed by 

Gary and Veronica 
Motley and  

other world-class 
jazz artists 
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NICHOLAS HOUSE MEAL SERVICE 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   

 

We are in need of folks to prepare and serve dinners 
to residents of Nicholas House for September 2 -5 
(Tuesday through Friday).  A signup sheet will be 
available in mid -August.    

Thank you in advance!  

Melanie Taylor Williams  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

 

 

DATES:  Sunday, Aug 3 through Tuesday, Aug 5  

TIME:  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm (dinner served)  

LOCATION:  Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church  

 

MORE DETAILS  WILL BE ANNOUNCED DURING THE 
10:00 AM SERVICE ON AUG 3.  A SIGNUP SHEET WILL BE 

AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX  
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MINUTES OF THE ROCK OF AGES LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

JUNE 16, 2008 

 

PRESENT:  Lara Adams, Cheryl Bopp, Annette Conner, Carole Cooper, Steve Hansen, Kelly Kraus,      

Pastor Randy Palm, Patricia Snow, Melanie Taylor Williams, and Avenelle Thomas. 

The meeting was opened with a scripture reading and devotion by Avenelle Thomas. 

The minutes of the 5/19/08 meeting were approved as written. 

 

TREASURERôS REPORT / FINANCIAL REPORTïKelly Kraus and Steve Hansen 

The Treasurerôs Report was reviewed and accepted.  Operating Funds have depleted due to a 

shortfall in pledged giving (currently at 84% of budget).  As a result we will need to move $4,000 

from the designated, invested income ($20,403) in the money market account in order to earn 

interest.  We have moved a total of $7,000 from the total of $20,403 in designated, invested funds so 

far this year.  Also, stocks have lost value and interest rates on investments are down. 

We are on track for the $4,000 per month needed in regular giving to meet operating expenses 

(offerings have totaled $12,907.50 so far this month).  Capital Campaign pledges are behind, 

however.  Kelly and Steve will run an audit to identify the gaps in both envelope and Capital 

Campaign pledges vs. actual giving. 

We have received a total of $682.00 toward the purchase of the Angel paintings. 

May 2008 Operating Funds Overview 

 

 

VICE-PRESIDENTôS REPORT ï Cheryl Bopp 

We are working toward hiring the replacement custodian.  We will make sure the congregation 

receives information about him, and Kelly will get his picture to put on the website. 

PASTORôS REPORT  

Pastor Randy Palm reported on the following: 

Based on comments, Pastor Randy will keep the detail of his monthly report as is, except that he will 

adapt his weekly update emails to Council to provide a summary report of his activities to include in 

each monthôs Fortress. 

He is planning to have regular staff meetings and meetings with committee chairs on a regular basis 

to make sure he knows what is going on with various groups. 

He has worked through internship process details, including the application. 

He has been handling several facilities use issues, and had to be present for some weddings.  Heôs 

also attended to several security alarms. 

Beginning bank 
balance as of 4/30/08 

Plus:  Total Weekly 
Offerings 

Plus:  Miscellaneous 
Deposits 

Minus:  Accounts 
Payable in May 

Total Operating Funds as 
of 05/31/08 

$4,146.37 $18,804.67 $2,291.32 $23,301.90 $1,940.46 
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He has worked with the Worship Committee regarding the sound system.  Owen Talley is close to 

being able to place an order to purchase equipment. 

He has visited various shut-ins and made numerous hospital visits, including providing transportation 

to hospital and doctors for some members. 

When Steve and Shirley Hansen could not attend the Synod Assembly due to health issues, he 

obtained registration materials so we would know what went on.  He is waiting for the Synod 

summary of what happened. 

Last week, following several indications he has come to recognize as danger signals, Pastor Randy had 

a stint procedure at St. Josephôs.  These issues slowed him down for about a week, but he is back to 

normal at this time.  He had an informational meeting right after worship on 6/15/08 to let the 

congregation know details. 

He will be traveling to TN to visit family 6/17 through 6/19, and will have limited access to email. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Internship:  Pastor Randy has sent in the application and packet of materials about Rock of Ages; this 

should be reviewed by the Director of Internship and an intern then assigned, but our process is a bit 

different in the current situation.  Pastor Randy will to to Columbia to meet with the intern and with 

the Director of Contextual Studies; if all goes well, everything will move forward with bringing the 

intern to ROA later this summer.  There is a lot that must fall into place, however. 

Lighting improvements in the Adult Lounge and Sanctuary have been completed. 

Pastor Randy will continue to work on the short term vision for ROA and present that to the 

congregation later in the summer. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

MINISTERSô REPORTS 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE ï Avenelle Thomas 

The Flea Market on 5/31/08 netted $218 for the Multi-cultural Task Force.  Donations were a bit slim 

and the games arrived late, but everything turned out okay. 

Lutheran Night at the Braves is 7/30/08 and tickets must be ordered by 6/29/08 so that our order can 

be sent.  T-shirts are also available to order. 

The Family Movie Night will be rescheduled in the fall. 

The Health Fair planned for 7/26/08 is still uncertain due to a scheduling conflict for our facilities.  

Once that is resolved, plans will move forward. 

MISSION AND SERVICE ï Melanie Taylor Williams 

The annual Hunger Walk awards celebration for Lutheran Services of Georgia was attended by 

Melanie and Joanne Legg.  ROA achieved the 10th place ranking in total gifts with our contributions 

totaling $1,607.00.  ROA will receive a grant from the Hunger Walk plus a surprise gift expected 

sometime this week. 
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ROA has been awarded a $400 ELCA Hunger Grant; we have already received $200 and the 

remaining $200 will come in December.  We will need to present a plan for the funds; we may receive 

some publicity for our hunger programs. 

Nicholas House: we have the week of 6/23 through 6/27.  At this point, we have volunteers lined up 

except for Thurs., 6/26 but there are funds to bring in pizza if necessary. 

WELCA ï Patricia Snow 

Claude Merritt, Dora Jackson and Patricia Snow will attend the State Convention in Falls Creek State 

Park and will ride the bus with others. 

The WELCA Thankoffering Service has been scheduled for 7/13/08, with Beverly Shaw as speaker/

leader. 

There will be no Bible studies during the summer; they will resume in September. 

The Womenôs Retreat is TBD, as they are looking at a new location and format for this year. 

WORSHIP ï There was no report as Joyce Anderson was absent. 

PROPERTY ïAnnette Conner 

Pest control needs to be called for the nursery as she observed roaches this past weekend. 

The nursery carpet needs to be cleaned, so the new custodian will be asked to handle that. 

She will try to get someone to help with the painting in the front womenôs restroom. 

Basement restrooms are smelly so sheôll try deodorizers and will check to make sure dehumidifiers are 

working and being used.  Otherwise, there may be sewer problems. 

She will ask the new custodian to make a list of cleaning supplies and utensils that need to be replaced 

as the budget allows. 

 

There is no Council meeting in July.  The next Council meeting will be Monday, 8/18/08. 

 

The meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Randy and the Lordôs Prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carole Cooper, Council Secretary 
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Birthdays  

Sarah Rhoads  August 1  

Joanne Legg  August 7  

Leslie May  August 9  

Bob Boyd  August 11  

James Johnson  August 11  

Twyla Zelack  August 13  

Jim Cooper  August 15  

Jelise Bertrand  August 16  

Edith Boldt  August 16  

Betsy Graham  August 16  

Jennifer Cole  August 17  

Joyce Fleming  August 21  

Steve Hansen  August 22  

Gary Motley  August 23  

Jerry Hammons  August 24  

Lindsey Williams  August 24  

Angeline Yeah -Perry  August 26  

Todd Dieselberg  August 27  

Michael Henry  August 28  

Robert Thompson  August 28  

Donna Zelack  August 29  

Wedding Anniversaries  

Donald & Rosa Trought  August 16  

Hugh & Francene Williams  August 19  

Jeff & Julie Olson  August 25  

Andy & Joyce Anderson  August 31  

AUGUST CELEBRANTS  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
EVENT  DATE  TIME  

Angel Food Order  

Deadline  
August 3    

Vacation Bible School @ 
Memorial Drive Presbyte-

rian Church  

August 3, 4, 5  6:30 pm -8:30 
pm  

Intern Induction  

Grand Piano Plaque 
Dedication  

LSG Rice Donation Rec-
ognition  

August 10   10:00 am  

Manna from Heaven  

Sunday  
(Sandwich Ministry)  

August 17   

Nicholas House Meal  

Service 

September  

2, 3, 4, 5  

 

Rally Day  

(Sunday School kickoff)  

September 7  

(tentative)  

9:00 am  

Confirmation Kickoff  

 

September 7  

(tentative)  

Following 
10:00 am  

service  

Community Jazz Vespers  September 14  5:30 pm  

Samaritanõs Purse Shoe-
box Kickoff  

September 28   
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Church Office Hours  

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays  9:00a.m. -1:00p.m.  

Pastor Days Off  

Pastor Randy Palm   Fridays  

Weekly Activities  Day/Time  

Coffee Hour  

 

Sunday @ 8:30 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School  

 

Sunday @ 8:45 a.m.  

ROA Sunday School  Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.  

Worship  Sunday @ 10:00 a.m.  

Bible Study  Monday @ 12:00 noon  

Other Activities  

Lydiaõs Circle 3 rd  Tuesday of every month  

Marthaõs Circle 3 rd  Wednesday of every month  


