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TTTHEHEHE   RRROCKOCKOCK   OFOFOF   TTTHEHEHE   CCCOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY   

First and foremost, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks for all your prayers and words of care and 
concern during my catheterization and stenting last month. (I now have a total of 6 stents.)  The fact that I 
have advanced coronary disease is a little disheartening, but the support and love you have extended to me 
has encouraged and uplifted me.  The healing process has taken a little longer this time, at least as far as re-
covery of my strength, but I am mostly back to "normal". (Some would suggest I have never been that!)  So 
far I have always been given "warnings" of impending blockage/closure, as was the case this time.  However, 
the reality is that not everyone gets a "warning", and there is no guarantee I will always have a warning of 
closure.  It only resolves me to count each day as a blessing, and not to take for granted the present moment 
we have been given to enjoy life and serve the Lord.    

As we look toward the remainder of the summer, and the upcoming fall season, I am both happy and ex-
cited to share with you that it appears we will have an intern serving with us this year.  LTSS has accepted 
our application to serve as an internship site, and assigned Ms. Trina Petersen to serve ROA.  Trina and I 
have met, and I believe both she and ROA have something special to offer one another.  I will share more 
details with you as they become finalized.     

I am looking toward the 27th of July to call for a special congregational meeting to ask for your formal ap-
proval of my short-term vision plan.  I appreciate the comments and suggestions made regarding the plan, 
and the very large attendance at the informational meeting held in May.  I will send a letter to all members 
in 2 weeks, providing details of the finalized proposal.    This past Sunday (June 29th) I spoke of the 
many ways in which ROA provides a "cold cup of water" to those around us in need.  In that spirit of giving, 
members of the congregation have donated an incredible 1,740+ pounds of rice for Lutheran Services of 
Georgia, to provide food for incoming refugees over the next several months.  THREE QUARTERS OF A 
TON OF RICE!  On behalf of those who will benefit from your sacrificial giving, in this and so many other 
ways, let me offer a word of thanks.........and a word of thanksgiving, that I am blessed to be a part of this 
remarkable family of faith!     

Take care and God Bless!        

Pastor Randy     

PASTOR RANDY’S MESSAGE 
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MISSION AND SERVICE MINISTRY NEWS 
Rock of Ages has continued to be placed in the top ten of fundraising Lutheran Churches participating 
in the annual Hunger Walk for the Atlanta Food Bank.  We raised an impressive $1607 to maintain 
our place.  Many thanks to all those individuals who collected, contributed and/or participated in this 
event especially Joanne Legg and Valija Laube who were our top fundraisers.  The economic conditions 
this year are contributing to a increase in the numbers of families who must rely on the kindness of 
strangers to eat. 

Thank you, Thank You, Thank You to everyone who helped to provide meals for Nicholas House on 
June 23 – 27.  Our final week this year is September 2 – 5, 2008.  Volunteers are always needed.  Look 
for sign up sheet in August. 

In addition, Rock Of Ages has been awarded a Domestic Hunger grant again this year.  We have 
received $200 and will receive an additional $200 later this year.  These funds are in support of our 
food programs including Nicholas House and the homeless packs.  This grant was unexpected but will 
be put to good use. 

While on the subject of hunger, Pastor Randy received an email plea for help for the refugee program.  
Lutheran Services is anticipating relocating over 300 refugees this year.  Requests for donations this year 
are in two areas:  food and furnishings.  The immediate need is for rice.  Using funds secured from the 
domestic hunger grant rice is being purchased and delivered in the name of Rock Of Ages.  If you wish 
to donate additional food items, please bring items to church during the months of July and August and 
we will arrange for a bulk pickup. Please see the following lists for requested items. 

FOOD ITEMS 
Rice, Rice Rice!!! 

Noodles (Asian like Ramen) 

Dry beans (any) 

Peanuts 

Sugar 

Cooking oil 

Juice, drinks 

Tea bags 

Flour 

Salt/pepper 

Jam 

Candy 

 Canned: tuna or any other fish, canned fruit, tomatoes tomato paste Any Asian or Indian food, sauces, 
drinks 

Please no pasta, cereal, cake mixes, peanut butter, canned vegetables, soup or meat (until further notice) 
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ROA Mission and Service Ministry News (Continued) 

In previous years we have collected household items for the refugees at the church.  This year we are 
asking for you to contact Lutheran Services directly.  Please reference the preference list that follows: 

Household Goods 
Tables and chairs 

TV sets 
Microwave ovens 

Linens  
Towels 

Pots and pans 
Rice cookers or slow cookers 

Lamps 
Clocks 

Deodorants 
Any furniture items   

Please contact: Vedad Fatic at 678 686-9620 or vfatic@lsga.org to arrange for pickup  

 

THE NEW FACE AT ROCK OF AGES:  OUR NEW CUSTODIAN 

 

My name is Estfhanos Tambalday, but I am called Steven.  I was born in Sudan in a 
city called Omudrman in 1972 .   

I am married with three children, Yohans, Yoana and Yoeele, ages 11 ,9, and 6 . 

I am originally nuba moro. I left my country in 1998 and lived in Cairo, Egypt for 

one and a half years.  I left Egypt on April 28, 2000 to come to Atlanta, Georgia. 

I finished high school in Sudan in 1997.  Here in Atlanta, I went to school at Atlanta 

Technical College in January 2003 and I graduated on July 16, 2005. I received a 
Diploma in Electronics Technology and I still want to do more in my major.  

 —Estfhanos Tambalday  

 

WELCOME TO ROA, STEVEN! 

mailto:vfatic@lsga.org
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE 

 

On the first Sunday of each month, Take Heed Deliverance Ministries, 
one of our congregational rental groups, will be gathering for a mid-day 
meal in the East parking lot following the close of their worship service 
at 11:30 a.m.  Their first meal  will be this Sunday, July 6.  This note is 
just to make our members aware that folks will be gathering outside 
around the time that ROA worship participants are departing.    

*********************************************************************************************************************************************** 
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BUILDING ACCESS POLICY:  KEY ISSUANCE AND SECURITY SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND  

In 2001, the security of our facility was placed in jeopardy when the unauthorized copying and 
distributing of outside keys to persons who had no appointed responsibility for a group or function 
within the church resulted in uncontrolled access to the building.  This practice also led to a large 
ongoing expense in terms of frequent false alarm charges.  To address these security issues, the 
primary access points to and inside the building were refitted with locks requiring special keys that 
cannot be copied.  The re-keying of the building was done at a cost of approximately $1,100.   

KEY ISSUANCE POLICY 
In tandem with the installation of the new key system, the following persons were authorized to 
receive an outside key: 

Council members 

Staff members 

Committee chairs/group leaders with responsibility for a group or function 

requiring regular access to the building.  

Groups wishing to meet without the presence of the committee chair/group leader are 

asked to do so at a time when the building is accessible, i.e., when other groups/

persons are in the building. 

Authorized representatives of long-term rental groups.   
Effective July 1, 2008, keys issued to these groups require a $100 deposit, which will be forfeited if 

the key is not returned upon termination of the rental agreement. 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF POLICY 
The Facility Coordinator has the authority to issue keys, and is responsible for tracking keyholders 
and maintaining key inventory.   
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Birthdays  

Julia Dove-Edwin July 5 

Elaine Berfield July 7 

Renee Howard July 9 

Becky Palm July 10 

Jalen Essick July 14 

Jean Powell July 18 

Constance Foster July 19 

Linda Williams July 23 

Peggy May July 24 

Vicki Victoria July 29 

Wedding Anniversaries 

David & Mary Lou Snell July 15 

Bill & Joanne Legg July 23 

Jim & Carole Cooper July 26 

Tyrone & Avenelle Thomas July 26 

Steve & Shirley Hansen July 27 

JULY CELEBRANTS  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
EVENT DATE TIME 

Angel Food order deadline  July 6   

WELCA Thankoffering Service  July 13  10am worship  

Manna from Heaven Sunday 
(Sandwich Ministry)  

July 20   

Committee Chair Quarterly Planning 
Meeting  

July 20  Following 10am 
worship  

Community Health Fair  July 26  TBA  

Congregational Meeting  July 27  Following 10am 
worship  

Community Jazz Vespers  September 14  5:30 pm  
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Church Office Hours  

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays  9:00a.m.-1:00p.m. 

Pastor Days Off  

Pastor Randy Palm  Fridays 

Weekly Activities  Day/Time  

Coffee Hour  

 

Sunday @ 8:30 a.m.  

Adult Sunday School  

 

Sunday @ 8:45 a.m.  

ROA Sunday School  Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.  

Worship  Sunday @ 10:00 a.m.  

Bible Study  Monday @ 12:00 noon  

Other Activities  

Lydiaõs Circle 3 rd  Tuesday of every month  

Marthaõs Circle 3 rd  Wednesday of every month  


