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I have spoken often with you the past year about the serious issues confronting the ELCA with re-
gard to homosexuality, and the use/authority of scripture, following the removal of Pastor Brad 
Schmeling of St. John's Lutheran Church from the rolls of the ELCA.  As some of you know by now, 
Bishop Gordy recently made a decision not to pursue possible disciplinary action against St. John's 
for violation of the requirement that called and ordained pastors be on the rolls of the ELCA. 
 Obviously, this news will come as a relief to some of our fellow congregations, and troubling news 
to others.  Bishop Gordy also reported that a congregation in Birmingham (Christ The King) has 
voted to leave the ELCA, citing disagreement over the ELCA's use of scripture.  I received word this 
past week from two of our members that they have relatives whose congregations have recently 
voted to leave the ELCA.  
 

This message is not going to revisit old ground; I have shared my pastoral position with regard to the 
issues of homosexuality and scripture both in Wednesday evening classes and newsletter articles. 
 What I need to do in this message is address the issue of congregations deciding to leave the 
ELCA.  These are questions confronting not just Lutherans, but much of mainline Christianity. 
 Sadly, I think we will see many more congregations ponder the possibility of leaving the ELCA, and 
if this happens, we will also witness the profound impact it will have on the ability of the ELCA, and 
our Southeastern Synod, to fulfill our shared mission to serve Christ.  
   
As I have stated MANY times before, YOU are NOT required to agree with me; I KNOW some of you 
won't!  :)  and that is ok, for it reflects what I believe to be the strength of this congregation, and the 
ELCA -- our willingness to "agree to disagree" with one another, while maintaining our sense of be-
ing one "family of faith".  It is consistent with the theme for our Capital Campaign, "Many Faces, 
Many Voices, ONE Lord."    
   
While I can deeply sympathize with those congregations who have struggled with the issues of ho-
mosexuality and the authority of scriptures, and while at times I have some of the same fears and 
concerns they do about the direction and attitude of the ELCA, I simply cannot agree with the  
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position of those Lutheran churches who feel they must walk away from the ELCA at this time or in 
the near future.  I think the ELCA in particular, and Christianity as a faith, is not served best by folks 
choosing to "take their Bibles to worship elsewhere", even when we have serious disagreements.  In 
a sadly ironic way, it expresses a lack of faith in the very message proclaimed by the Bible; in the 
waters of Holy Baptism we became members of a "family" of faith, and marked with the family "seal", 
the cross of Christ, forever.  For congregations to leave now, before the ELCA has even taken an 
official position at Assembly on these matters, is, in my estimation, short sighted thinking, and dem-
onstrates a lack of faith that the Holy Spirit has the power over time and circumstance to lead the 
Church into all truth.  When folks leave, they abdicate their voice, and what the Spirit has given them 
to say to the broader Church.  Beyond this, it is my belief that once you decide to break fellowship 
with other family members over ONE issue, it is only a matter of time before you divide again, and 
again, and again, over increasingly smaller and smaller disagreements.  It is my understanding 
many of those churches that have left or will soon be leaving are joining one of a number of inde-
pendent Lutheran church bodies springing up across the country.  I truly believe it will only be a mat-
ter of time before many of the congregations that left the ELCA to join one of these church bodies 
will split again, over some other doctrinal (or practical) dispute within the membership.  If I were a 
betting man (and I am NOT) I would wager it won't be long before those who have walked away from 
the ELCA will be issuing decrees and pronouncements insisting that the ELCA is no longer 
"authentically" Lutheran.    
   
ALL Lutheran folk should choose to consider our whole history as "American" Lutherans; how hard it 
has been over the past 200+ years to ask folks to lay aside ethnic, cultural and historical differences 
to stand together as a single diverse body.   A fractured Lutheran family, much like that of a frac-
tured Christianity, is a VERY poor witness to the word of Christ's gracious love.  If we, who claim to 
be disciples (followers!) of Jesus' message of love and forgiveness, can't find ways to settle our dif-
ferences without resorting to "walking away", then we should NOT expect the world to take us, or our 
message, seriously.  Who was it that once said "a house divided against itself cannot stand"?   Frac-
ture and division do NOT make us stronger witnesses of the Gospel.  One stick held in a hand is 
easily snapped, not so with 10, or 100, or 4,850,776.        
   
"We are justified by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ" -- this is the message we Lutherans have 
been entrusted to give the world, and I believe our message will become less powerful and effective 
with this divisiveness.  Sadly, it may be that 10 years from now there will one to two dozen small Lu-
theran bodies where there is now the ELCA, each one too weak to do much more than take care of 
its own members, if that -- NO united "voice", few resources, and no ability to act nationally or glob-
ally to share Jesus' Great Commission.  As I told one of our members recently, those who choose to 
abandon this family of faith in a moment of crisis may find the grass isn't nearly as green when one 
jumps to another side.  I prefer to stay and struggle with the issues that confront us, believing we 
have much more that unites us than divides us.    
   
What can we do, at this time when I fear the ELCA will be faced with division and uncertainty?  Pray. 
 Pray that God's Spirit will guide the ELCA through the coming storm.  We are MANY Faces, and 
MANY Voices: opinionated, set in our ways, hot tempered, and cantankerous at our worst; compas-
sionate, welcoming, forgiving, and generous at our best.  Forgiven sinners. Saints.  Lutherans.  We 
must find a way to stay ONE, in mission and in ministry.    
   
Take care and God Bless,  
Pastor Randy        

PASTOR RANDY’S MESSAGE (Continued) 
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COUNCIL MINUTES—JANUARY 21, 2008 

Present:  Lara Adams, Joyce Anderson, Cheryl Bopp, Annette Conner, Carole Cooper, Steve Hansen, Kelly 

Kraus, Patricia Snow, Melanie Taylor-Williams and Pastor Hugh Williams.  
 
The meeting was opened by Lara Adams with a prayer.  
 
The minutes of the 11/15/07 meeting were approved as written.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Kelly Kraus    

¶ Kelly met with Steve Hansen and Claude Merritt earlier today to discuss the division of the financial respon-

sibilities; a summary will be provided at a later date.    

¶ At this time our cash flow is good, primarily due to loose offerings and offerings from special services.  Our 

stocks are doing well, including the addition of shares of stock from a 2008 pledge.  Likewise, the Money 

Market account is doing well.  Kelly provided copies of the 2008 Budget by Ministry Responsibility, updated 

from the 2007 Annual Report, and answered questions about the report.  Kelly also provided copies of the 

Statement of Income and Expense by Account, showing corrections made to reporting of General Operating 

Receipts, and she explained why and how the corrections were made.  

December 2007 Operating Funds Overview  

 

 
Pastors’ Reports  
 
Pastor Randy Palm was absent due to previously scheduled vacation and did not make a report.  
 
Pastor Hugh Williams reported on the following:  

¶ Renters:  The Haitian church wants to use our facilities more often but Pastor Hugh will decline their request 

because they are behind in their rent payments already.  Becky Carter is also behind but has made small pay-

ments.  Tammy Wilkerson is not showing up anymore and her contract will be cancelled.  We have new rent-

ers making inquiries, and on 1/22/08 he will be meeting with a young couple wanting to rent space on Satur-

days.    

¶ On 2/23/08 there is a Black History/ROA Anniversary celebration planned; details will be worked out in a 

meeting scheduled for 1/26/08.  

¶ Christ in Our Home devotion books are disappearing faster than they used to and some of our members have 

missed getting them.  We will take steps to control distribution until all members have had a chance to pick 

one up. Council Secretary  

Beginning bank 

balance as of 

11/30/07  

Plus:   

Total Weekly Offerings 

Plus: 

 Miscellaneous De-

posits  

Minus:  Accounts 

Payable in Decem-

ber  

Total Operating 

Funds as of 

12/31/07  

$7,958.39  $20,610.00  $6,730.33  $23,612.79  $11,685.93 
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¶ The Ethiopian church that worships in our building is getting a raise from Chicago; we do not know if this 

will result in increased rent to ROA.  Their worship numbers vary, often depending upon their members’ 

work schedules.  

¶ Pastor Hugh will provide Sunday School attendance information to Kelly, since we do not have a superin-

tendent to do such reporting.  

¶ Pastor Hugh presented product information for installing deodorizers in the six bathrooms.  Alternatives 

were discussed, and he will obtain cost information for Council to consider.  

¶ Cancellation of worship on 1/20/08 due to anticipated weather conditions was discussed.    

¶ The Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Service at ROA on 1/20/08 was a success, with 209 in attendance 

and an excellent program.  Kazumba Tshamala gave the “I Have a Dream” speech.  $699 in offering will go 

to Lutheranch.  
 
Old Business – Pastor Hugh will present committee responsibilities next month, as well as a buddy system 

for contacting absent members.  
 
New Business  

¶ Kelly Kraus distributed to each Council member a list of volunteers to assist in their specific area of minis-

try.  These lists were taken from the Time and Talent sheets turned in by members, so that these volunteers 

can be contacted to assist in the areas where interest was expressed.  

¶ Kelly explained that our current membership records are inaccurate.  She distributed lists showing currently 

inactive members, non-members, and removed members.  A motion was passed to have Pastor Randy, Steve 

Hansen, and Kelly undertake the process of identifying members who should be removed from the rolls; they 

will follow our congregational by-laws guidelines concerning removal from membership and present a list to 

Council of those members who may be removed by Council vote.  Our congregation telephone directory is 

not an accurate reflection of membership records.  

¶ The coat rack that was damaged by Jubilee (rental group) has been repaired at no cost to ROA.  

¶ Kelly Kraus and Bob Thompson are working to post pictures of Council members to the ROA website.  

¶ President Lara Adams reported that she and Pastor Hugh are working to survey African-American members 

to understand what can be done at ROA to increase participation in congregational functions.  They will use 

questionnaires in the planning and visioning process.  

¶ A Planning and Visioning meeting will be held on 2/9/08 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This conflicts with a 

planned WELCA Lenten Breakfast on the same date.  [Note: date was subsequently changed to 2/10/08 at 

1:00 p.m. to avoid the conflict.]  

¶ Records of roof repairs have been found recently, and there was discussion regarding whether or not a por-

tion of the 2007 roof repairs by Homecraft should have been covered by the warranty from 2002 repairs. 

 Council has authorized Pastor Randy Palm to seek additional advice on this matter.  
 

Ministers’ Reports  
 
Congregational Life – Avenelle Thomas was absent and there was no report.  
 
Mission and Service – Melanie Taylor-Williams  

¶ Angel Tree – 22 children were served in the 2007 drive  

¶ Angel Food Ministries – 5 members have placed orders and have been pleased with the food selections, 

2/3/08 is the deadline for February orders  

¶ 2008 Hunger Walk is 3/2/08 and there will be online registration available this year, including the ability to 

send email solicitations  
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¶ Homeless Packs – Pastor Randy purchased food and packs need to be put together; pastors control distribu-

tion of these packs  

¶ Nicholas House – ROA will serve the last week of June (5 days) and the first week of September (4 days due 

to the holiday)  

 

WELCA – Patricia Snow  

¶ WELCA had a Christmas party in December  

¶ Circle meeting was last week  

¶ Lenten Breakfast is scheduled for 2/9/08 and plans are being made  
 
Worship – Joyce Anderson  

¶ Coralee Carlsen and Michael O’Brien provided wonderful Christmas decorations; Council approved a $100 

honorarium for Michael  

¶ “Reserved” pew signs have been ordered to replace the old soiled ropes; the cost is $70 for one dozen signs  

¶ On Transfiguration Sunday, 2/3/08, we will use Setting One from the new hymnal  

¶ Ash Wednesday service will be held on 2/6/08 at 7:00 p.m.  

¶ Barbara Lucas has volunteered for Altar Guild but we still need about three more assistants; we discussed the 

possibility of more frequent celebration of communion and obtaining an estimate for repairing the sacristy 

plumbing  

¶ Entries on the Flower Chart are sparse; we need members to sign up  
 
Property – Annette Conner  

¶ Kitchen needs: schedule a Saturday clean-up day for the kitchen, replenish kitchen utensils and linens, repair 

or replace the ice-maker if the amount of anticipated use warrants  

¶ Bathrooms: glaze walls on the water side to protect the walls from soap drips and water splashes, put a table 

in the ladies room  

¶ Need to schedule a Spring Clean up Day and a Fall Clean up Day  

¶ Christmas tree has been stored in 2 bags in the old Sunday School superintendent office  

¶ Annette will coordinate cleaning left-over building materials from the Narthex closet  

¶ New Council members need keys to the building; Lara and Kelly will handle  
 
 
Vice President – Cheryl Bopp  

¶ Cheryl distributed job responsibilities to each Council member for review and revision; changes should be 

submitted to her before the next meeting  
 
The next Council meeting will be Monday, 2/18/08.  
 
The meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Hugh.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Carole Cooper, Council Secretary  
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During our annual congregational meeting on 

December 2, 2007, it was suggested that the 

budget be categorized by council ministry 

responsibility so that members have a better 

idea of which council member to contact with 

any questions about budget items.  The 2008 

budget in this new format will be available for 

pickup in the narthex on February 3, 10, and 17. 

It was also requested that information be 

reported to the congregation regarding the 

account balances for the two ministries under 

council responsibility that operate with an 

independent checking account (Youth and 

WELCA).  The new budget format now includes 

that information.  It is important to remember 

that these accounts should be considered as 

"dedicated" funds, so balances are not 

available for general operating expenses.    

Please contact Kelly Kraus (770-972-7477 or 

roa_treasurer@bellsouth.net) with any 

questions. 

2008 BUDGET:  A NEW FORMAT FOR BETTER  

INFORMATION  

Rock Of Ages is working with St. Timothy's to 

provide Angel Food.  Angel Food provides a 

balanced box of groceries monthly.  Menus are 

available on the table in the narthax.  Menus 

change monthly and specials are also available 

for additional fees.  I will take orders until the 1st 

Sunday of the month and groceries can be 

picked up on the third Saturday of the 

month.  Please contact me if you are interested 

in this ministry at 404 378-4269. 

Hunger Walk takes place on Sunday March 

2.  The Atlanta Food Bank has set up a team 

website for those who prefer to donate or collect 

funds online.  Please go to www.acfb.org and 

look for the Rock Of Ages team page.  We will 

still furnish envelopes for those who prefer the 

old-fashioned way!  Envelopes and more 

information will be available at the church 

beginning on February 3, 2008.  Please plan on 

joining us on March 2 for the walk or run.  Of 

course, we welcome Spirit Walkers to help us 

collect funds to alleviate hunger in Metro Atlanta. 

Thank you so much for your support for Angel 

Tree prison ministry.  We made the holiday 

season memorable for 21 children.  These 

families and I are deeply appreciative of all you 

do for others.   

 

Mission and Service Ministry               

Melanie Taylor Williams 

ROA TEAMS WITH ST. T ]ach\mOg Zcf h\Y Ub[Y` ZccX 

MINISTRY  

http://www.acfb.org
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We are gathering names of those who made "Adopt-a-Key" donations for the grand piano in 

April-May-June 2007.  We would like to have a plaque made to recognize all those who made 

this wonderful instrument possible for our music ministry. FOLLOWING ARE THE 

NAMES WE HAVE RECORDED AS OF JANUARY 30:  

Andy and Joyce Anderson  

Martha Chambers  

Jim and Carole Cooper  

Steve and Shirley Hansen  

Dora Jackson  

Bruce and Kelly Kraus  

Elizabeth Martinson  

Claude Merritt  

Donald and Joanne Stewart  

Robert and Ruth Thompson    
 

If you made a donation and would like to have your name added to the list of donors to appear 

on the plaque, please fill out a "grand piano fund donor form" and return it to Kelly Kraus or 

the church office, or email Kelly at roa_treasurer@bellsouth.net, listing exactly how you would 

like your name to appear on the plaque.  A donor form is provided below (copies also available 

on the table in the narthex).  The deadline for submitting your name is February 17. 

ATTENTION DONORS TO  

THE GRAND PIANO!!     

ROCK OF AGES GRAND PIANO FUND DONOR FORM  

Member name      Amount of donation*  

 

 

Please indicate how your name should appear on the plaque (print clearly):  

 

 

*  For record keeping purposes only; amount of donation will not be included on the plaque  

mailto:roa_treasurer@bellsouth.net
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Birthday Celebrants for February  
Annie Dove -Edwin  February 1  

Mary Harrington  February 2  

Ralph Tidaback  February 4  

Elise Olson  February 5  

Elvia Cooney  February 9  

Cathy Bopp  February 14  

Faye Boyd  February 14  

Donald Trought  February 14  

Wendy Laurila  February 15  

Chuck Busch  February 16  

Tochukwu Ojukwu  February 16  

Veronica Motley  February 17  

Jacqueline Foster  February 18  

George Roberts  February 19  

Patricia Dieselberg  February 22  

Dara Laurila  February 22  

Tina Cole -Lewis  February 23  

Judy Froelich  February 27  

Wedding Anniversaries  

Thomas & Dora Jackson  February 28  

Souper B   wl of Caring  
 

ñLord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of 

soup to eat.ò  

This simple prayer was the foundation of a grassroots ecumenical youth movement to help alleviate hunger.  

Since 1993, over $40 million has been raised!  Donations go directly to soup kitchens, food banks and other 

charities in communities across our country.  In Georgia alone, one out of six children are at risk of going 

hungry at some point each month. Please support this effort by dropping a dollar in the soup pots our youth are 

holding at the doors as you leave worship on Feb. 3! 

February 3  Proceeds benefit ROAôs  
homeless pack ministry  
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Upcoming Events  
EVENT  DATE  TIME  

Souper Bowl February 3rd   

Town Hall meeting February 3rd Following 
worship 

Ash Wednesday service February 6th 7:00 p.m. 

WELCA Lenten Breakfast February 9th 9:00 a.m. 

Planning Workshop February 10th 

(changed from Feb 9th) 
1:00 p.m. 

Thursday evening Lenten 
services 

February 14, 21, 
28, March 6, 13 

7:00 p.m. 

Monthly Healing Service February 17 5:30 p.m. 

Black History/ROA 
Anniversary Celebration 

February 23rd  TBA 

Palm Sunday March 16th 10:00 am  

Good Friday services March 21st 12:00 
noon and 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter March 23rd  10:00 a.m. 
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Church Office Hours  

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays  9:00a.m.-1:00p.m. 

Pastors’ Days Off 

Pastor Randy Palm  Fridays 

Mondays Pastor Hugh Williams  

Weekly Activities Day/Time 

Adult Sunday School Sunday @ 8:45 a.m. 

ROA Sunday School Sunday @ 9:00 a.m. 

Coffee Hour Sunday @ 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Sunday @ 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study Monday @ 12:00 noon 

Other Activities  

Lydia Circle 3rd Tuesday of every month 

Martha Circle 3rd Wednesday of every month 

 

IMPORTANT:   CHANGE IN EMAIL ADDRESS FOR  

PASTOR HUGH     

Effective immediately, please send email correspondence to Pastor Hugh at the following email 
address:   pastorwms3@bellsouth.net   Emails sent to this address will be sure to reach him.   

mailto:pastorwms3@bellsouth.net

